                          JAPANESE AMERICAN VETERANS ASSOCIATION

                                     Executive Director’s Annual Report – 2011

Operations.  Summary Highlights

· JAVA’s major endeavor during 2011 was its lead role in two of the four Congressional Gold Medal Award events in Washington, DC on November 1-3, 2011. 

· JAVA participated in the validation of the Distinguished Service Cross award for Shinyei Rocky Matayoshi that culminated in the presentation ceremony at the Pentagon on June 6, 2011.  

· The National Park Service education department has agreed to work with JAVA to circulate educational items directly to schools across the nation.  NPS can use the US Department of Education distribution system as well.  

· The Speakers Bureau, for the first time, has spoken to a university US history class [University of Maryland, College Park] on the Japanese experience during WW II and it legacy. 

·  In addition, JAVA speakers spoke at 12 schools, 10 government entities and organizations, 5 out of town engagements.    

· The National Archives digitization project has scanned over 20,000 pages into over 6,000 documents.  A National Park Service grant will enhance the digitization process.  

· JAVA was invited by the Japanese Ambassador to brief Japan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of Defense, when each visited Washington, DC.

· JAVA participated in four annual recurring events, i.e. Freedom Walk, Sakura Matsuri, Memorial Day and Veterans Day.  END SUMMARY

Congressional Gold Medal.   Acting on behalf of the National Veterans Network (NVN), JAVA’s manpower contribution to NVN were as follows:

· served as the lead organization in the WW II Nisei Veterans Program at Washington Hilton Hotel and wreath laying ceremony at the National WW II Memorial on November 1 and the Memorial Service for Japanese Americans who died in line of duty during WW II at the National Japanese Memorial for Patriotism on November 3.  

· President Gerald Yamada was the chair of the Washington, DC organizing committee for these DC organizing committee for these two events, Terry Shima and Gordon Aoyagi were the co-chairs of the November 1st event and Bruce Hollywood and Marty Herbert were the co-chairs  of the November 3 event.  The Military District of Washington, National Park Service and various elements of the US Army provided support.   

· JAVA members (Terry and Grant) served on the NVN Steering Committee, 

· Metta Tanikawa created and handled the Registry of 3,500 attendees to the Washington, DC events, 

· Terry, Grant and Bill Thompson constituted the Eligibility Committee and Seiki Oshiro and Dr. Jim McIlwain provided research support.

· Bob Nakamoto served on the fund raising committee,  
· Chris DeRosa served as point of contact for attendees from the Washington DC region.  [In addition, Chris volunteered to serve as coordinator of the JAVA booth set up at the NVN headquarters that resulted in recruiting 50 new life members.]

· Welcoming Committees were organized at Reagan Washington National (Col Frank Nekoba, USAF (Ret); Dulles Airport (LTC Mark Nakagawa, USA (Ret), and Baltimore-Washington Airport (Harold Hodges)

· In addition, other JAVA members served as volunteers for various functions.  

Distinguished Service Cross Validation.  Although Tech Sgt Shinyei Rocky Matayoshi was awarded the DSC by a retired US Army Chief of Staff [GEN Gordon Sullivan] at Fort Leavenworth in 1996, the US Army officially maintained that Rocky was not awarded the DSC because there was no General Order to validate this award.  The US Army stated this position in letters to Senator Inouye, GEN Eric Shinseki when he was Chief of Staff of the Army and to two others.  Whenever Matayoshi’s name was listed, there was an accompanying footnote indicating the absence of the General Order.  JAVA undertook the mission to validate this award.  It took two years to locate one eye witness, write-up and submit the award request from scratch, submit it to Senator Daniel Akaka, who served as the legislative sponsor and who requested the US Army to review the case, obtain Army approval to review the case, and obtain a legislative waiver.  The Army approved the Award and a formal, dignified award ceremony was held at the Pentagon’s Hall of Heroes on June 6, 2011.  This is the 29th DSC, each documented by a General Order, that was awarded to the 442nd RCT, including the 100th Battalion.  

National Park Service Education Program.  On December 7, 2011, the NPS Education department agreed to President Gerald Yamada’s proposal to disseminate JAVA recommended material directly, or via the US Department of Education, to schools in the US.  These material included Hello, Maggie, a book written for elementary school students by Shig Yabu and illustrated by Willie Ito and a similar book for middle school students. A Boy of Heart Mountain.  Also, an award-winning video produced by Montgomery County Public Schools, entitled Japanese Americans and World War II:  Fighting for Freedom at Home and Abroad, a 24 minute teachers aid, was provided as the kind of support JAVA could provide.  At NPS suggestion, JAVA will develop a lesson plan. 

Speakers’ Bureau.  The high point of Bureau activities was the invitation of University of Maryland History Department professor at College Park to address his class (150 students) for the full class period.  While the Bureau had previously addressed students of clubs at universities, e.g. American and George Washington Universities, we were not part of the US History course.  Efforts have started to reach other area universities history departments.  The Bureau was active, however, its full potential has not been reached due, in part, to the absence of a chair.  We have reacted to requests from schools, where it is believe we could be more proactive.  Fairfax County Public Schools and Montgomery County Pubic Schools have authorized JAVA to contact their teachers directly.  We are attempting to develop this arrangement with Frederick County (Maryland) as well.   See Attachment A for a listing of speaking engagements.

National Archives and Records Administration Digitization Project.  The NARA project is a continuation of the 10 year effort by Fumie and Sus Yamamoto and Maggie Ikeda to copy documents in NARA.  This continuation changed the project from making paper copies stored in Hawaii to making digital copies stored on the internet for worldwide access. The Hawaii documents have not yet been integrated into the JAVA database.  This year the NARA team of Fumie Yamamoto, Chosei Kuge, Dwight Gates, and Akira Yoshida has scanned several thousand more documents at the NARA College Park facility in Maryland.  The team has collated well over 20,000 scanned pages into nearly 6000 documents and loaded them into our data base on the internet.  Thanks to a grant from the National Park Service, we have improved the on-line document data base to permit anyone with a computer and internet access to search, discover, and retrieve documents by using a date (or range of dates) and keywords.  The grant is also allowing us to enlist the help of Kaitlin Inamasu, a college student, who is adding valuable information to each record in the data base.  Her efforts will help researchers to more easily and quickly find documents in the data base as well as find the actual documents at NARA if they so choose.  The data base is available at http://www.javadc.org/research%20archives.htm”.  [This paragraph was written by webmaster, Dave Buto.] 

Briefing members of Japanese Cabinet.  Japan Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki invited JAVA to brief Foreign Minister Seiji Maehara on January 7, 2011 and Defense Minister Toshimi Kitazawa on June 20, 2011 at the Willard Hotel in Washington, DC on the Japanese American experience during WW II and its legacy.  These briefings followed their visits to the National Japanese American Memorial to Patriotism to which the Ambassador also escorted Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, then the Minister of Finance.

Three Annual Events:

      Washington, DC National Cherry Blossom Festival (2 events).  On April 1, 2011 JAVA participated in the joint Freedom Walk with the National Japanese American Memorial Foundation.  On April 9, 2011, the day of the National Cherry Blossom parade, JAVA participated in the Japan America Society Sakura Matsuri.  JAVA was provided a booth by JASW.  Over one million people attended the parade and thousands visited the JAVA booth, where docents discussed JAVA’s education program and expanded JAVA’s name recognition. 

     Memorial Day Programs (three events).  On Sunday, May 29, 2011 JAVA participated in three weekend events as done in previous years.  The joint program with JACL WDC at the Arlington National Cemetery consisted of (1) a 40 minute program at the pavilion near the Columbarium, where the keynote speaker was CAPT Rory Suzuki, USN, (2) decorating the graves of some 70 Japanese Americans interred at Arlington, and (3) the laying of a JACL-JAVA wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown. The following day, JAVA participated in the Department of Defense-sponsored program at the Arlington Cemetery, where President Obama laid the wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown and subsequently addressed the nation from the Amphitheater.  In the afternoon, JAVA participated in the American Veterans Center parade down Constitution Avenue for the 5th year.  The esteem Nisei veterans are held by the American public is reflected by the approbation extended to the JAVA marchers.

     Veterans Day Program (two events).  Six JAVA members were invited to the White House Breakfast with President and Mrs. Obama on Veterans Day, November 11, 2011.  Two, LTC Mark Nakagawa, USA (Ret) and Bill Houston, Esq attended as JAVA’s representatives of the Veterans Day National Committee (VDNC).  The other four, Kelly Kuwayama (442nd), Victor Matsui (MIS), Minoru Nagaoka (442nd) and Terry Shima (442nd) were invited as personal guests of Secretary Eric Shinseki in recognition of the Congressional Gold Medal Award to the Nisei veterans earlier that month.  The four had their photos taken with President Obama.  Following the breakfast, the attendees were transported by police-escorted bus convoy to Arlington Cemetery, where JAVA President Gerald Yamada participated in the VDNC ceremony (witnessing the President receive the 21 gun salute and the laying of the wreath, standing in the VIP box when JAVA’s participation was announced on the PA system, witnessing the President address to the nation).  A third event, the Veterans Day Program at the National Japanese American Memorial to Patriotism usually held in the afternoon, was waived this year because only a few weeks prior the NVN held a similar event at the Memorial.       

Other operational activities.   
     - Four quarterly ADVOCATES were published; the June issue was published in the Iraq war zone where the editor, MAJ Kay Wakatake, USA, was on duty.

     - Twice weekly “round robin”, electronic bulletin, were issued by editor/publisher Grant Ichikawa.  

      -  26 press releases were circulated mainly to Asian Pacific American newspapers. 

      -  JAVA continued it active membership status in the National Military Veterans Alliance, whose collective membership number 3.5 million members. 

     -  Eight scholarships, each valued at $1,500, were awarded as follows:

Stephanie Fong, California, COL Phillip Sunao Ishio Scholarship.

Emily Ichikawa, California, Mary Kozono Scholarship

Carli Komoto, California, Teru Kamikawa Matsui Scholarship.

Shari Kuriyama, California, MAJ Orville Shirey Scholarship

April Nishikawa, California, Douglas Ishio Scholarship

Natalie Okuhara, California, Kiyoko Tsuboi Taubkin scholarship

James Ryan, Rhode Island, Ranger Grant Hirabayashi scholarship

Jenny Yim, Hawaii, Joseph Ichiuji scholarship.

Awards Received and Presented

JAVA members received the following recognition:

· Senator Daniel Inouye received the Grand Cordon of the Order of the Paulownia

· Flowers, Japan’s highest award for non Japanese nationals, from Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki in a ceremony at the his official residence and attended by Vice President Jim Biden and other distinguished guests; 

· Shinyei Rocky Matayoshi was awarded the DSC, validated by a General Order, at an impressive award ceremony at the Heroes Hall of the Pentagon.

· Grant Ichikawa (MIS) and Dr. Susumu Ito (442nd), both JAVA members were selected to receive the Congressional Gold Medal on November 3, 2011 at the US Congress.

· Michael Yaguchi, received the Secretary of Defense Medal for exceptional civilian service.  

· MAJ Kay Wakatake received the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association 2011 Best Lawyer under 40 Award

· When Ambassador John Malott, President of The Japan America Society of WDC,    announced on December 7 at the JASW annual dinner that the Congressional Gold Medal Award was awarded to Nisei units in WW II and requested Grant Ichikawa (MIS) and Terry Shima (442nd) to stand, the attendees accorded a prolonged standing ovation – a tribute to Nisei who served in the Army during WW II.

· The San Juan County Council, Washington, issued a Proclamation of Appreciation to Ranger Roy Matsumoto for “courage and valor”. 

JAVA recognized the following:

· JAVA’s inscribed appreciation clocks were presented to Minister Hideo Suzuki, Head of Chancery, MG Mitsuru Nodomi, Defense attaché, Robert Nakamoto, immediate past president of JAVA, and LTC Earl Takeguchi, USA (Ret), immediate past JAVA Treasurer.   

· The Courage, Honor, Patriotism was not awarded during 2011.

Administrative (see Attachment B)

· On January 2011, the elections brought in a new set of officers.

· The Membership Committee announced that JAVA membership numbers 515, including 312 life members.

· JAVA held 4 membership quarterly luncheons at the Harvest Moon Restaurant and four Executive Council meetings at the residence of President Yamada.   

· TAPS were sounded for Etsu Mineta Masaoka, Herbert Seijin Ginoza, Mitsuji “Mutt” Sakumoto, Allen Yamamoto, and Toshio Tsukahira.  

     -    JAVA acknowledges with thanks Bob Nakamoto’s donations to JAVA.  The

           printing of color copies of the JAVA ADVOCATE, which are sent to members and

           the frequent printing of extra copies for circulation at special events is gratefully 

           acknowledged.  Bob also allows JAVA use of his Tower Club privileges to host 

           some representational events.  He regularly buys a table at the JAVA quarterly 

           lunches.

· The contributions made by JAVA volunteers, listed below, is acknowledged.

      They were tireless in using their expertise to promote JAVA causes over a 
      sustained period of time.  JAVA has no paid staff, all work is done by volunteers.
      We are what we are because of this dedicated support by volunteers.

Respectfully Submitted,

/s/

Terry Shima

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Attachment A. 

                                     List of Speaking Engagements - 2011

January 18.  Urbana High School, Frederick, MD.  Mary Murakami and Terry Shima

February 19. Smithsonian.  Live with Honor, Die with Honor.   Talk after film showing. Terry

February 14.  Spring Brook High School, Rockville, MD  Mary Murakami and Terry March 18. Clemente High School, Montgomery County, MD.  Mary and Terry 

March 19.  Philadelphia JACL Chapter. Philadelphia. Terry

March 28. American University Veterans Group.  Mary, Grant Ichikawa and Terry

March 30.  Capital City Public Charter School.  Washington, DC.  Mary, Grant and Terry

April 7.  Spotsylvania High School, Spotsylvania, VA. Grant, Mary and Terry

April 12.  American Association of University Women, Vienna, VA. Grant and Terry.

April 28.  Woodlawn High School, Arlington County, VA.  Grant and Terry

May 2.  California VFW Posts reunion at Reno, NV.  Terry

May 4.  State Department, Asian American Foreign Affairs Association.  Grant, Mary, Terry

May 6. Fairfax City Government Center. Naturalization Ceremony.  Grant

May 10.  Mercer High  School.  Loudon County, VA.  Grant and Terry

May 16.  Linganore High School, Frederick County, MD.  Mary and Terry

May 18. 1st Infantry Division, Fort Riley, KS. Victor Matsui

May 20. Asian American Forum, Kenwood Country Club, Bethesda, MD. Mary and Terry

May 23. Navy Yard. Diversity Month. Washington, DC.  Grant, Mary and Terry

May 25,  Hanscom Air Force Base, MA. Wade Ishimoto spoke on Japanese Amercian 

                   experience during WW II.  Wade Ishimoto

May 26.  Army National Guard, Arlington.  Grant, Mary and Terry

June 3.  Los Angeles Salute to Future Soldiers.  George Joe Sakato

June 10. Hayfield Middle School. Alexandria.  Grant and Terry

July 28. GEN George Marshall Library, Lexington, VA. High School teachers seminar. Terry

October 8.  Orientation to Washington, DC .  Laurie Nakamoto’s home.  Leesburg, VA.  Terry

November 2. Steven Austin Elementary School. Texas.  Sandra Tanamachi

November 10. South Lakes High School, Reston, VA.  Mary, Terry

November 12.  Japanese Heritage School.  Bethesda, MD. Grant

November 18.  Japan Cultural Center.  Washington, DC.  Terry

November 22. Oakdale High School.  Frederick County.  Mary and Terry

November 29.  University of Maryland, College Park, Mary, Grant and Terry

December 8, Spark Matsunaga Elementary School, German Town.  Mary.

Attachment B. 

                                                    Administrative.  

1. Membership.  Total JAVA’s members are as follows:

Total Members. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  515

     Life Members [Veterans]  . . . . . . . 312

     Members [non veterans] . . . . . . . .  Number pending

     Annual Dues paying members . . .   Number pending

Friends of JAVA [non dues paying]     113

2. JAVA Elected Officers

President – Gerald Yamada, Esq.

V-President – Col Bruce Hollywood, USAF (Ret)

Treasurer – LTC Mark Nakagawa, USA (Ret)

Secretary – LTC Alan Ueoka, USA

Bob Nakamoto – Immediate past President

Board of Directors (Appointed by the President)

Calvin Ninomiya, Esq. General Counsel

Grant Ichikawa, 

MAJ Kay Wakatake, USA

LT Janelle Kuroda, USN 

Reuben Yoshikawa

William (Bill) Houston, Esq, 

LTC Mark Nakagawa, USA (Ret)

LTC Alan Ueoka, USA

Wade Ishimoto

Terry Shima 

3.  JAVA Committees and Positions. 

ADVOCATE Editor – MAJ Kay Wakatake, USA; Assistant Editor – LT Janelle Kuroda, 

                                    USN; Maureen Shea, Aki Konoshima

Round Robin [Twice weekly Electronic Bulletin] Editor – Grant Ichikawa

Finance Committee – Robert Nakamoto (Chairman), LTC Mark Nakagawa, USA (Ret), 

                                    Reuben Yoshikawa, Gerald Yamada, Esq, Calvin Ninomiya, Esq.

Freedom Walk – LTC Martin Herbert, USA (Ret)

Membership Committee – Col Bruce Hollywood, USAF (Ret) (Chairman), Bill Houston,

                                    LTC Mark Nakagawa, USA (Ret), Chris DeRosa 

Scholarship Selection Committee –Dr. Ray Murakami, Chair, Dr. Sue Okubo, Dr. Edgar Wakayama, Calvin Ninomiya, Esq.

National Military Veterans Alliance – Bill Houston, Esq, JAVA representative

JAVA Telephone Directory – Grant Ichikawa, Chris DeRosa

Memorial Day, Arlington Cemetery – Terry Shima, Temporary

                          Parade Down Constitution Ave., LTC Herbert, USA (Ret).

National Archives Digitization Project – LTC David Buto, USA (Ret), Chairman; Fumi 

                              Yamamoto, NARA Team Coordinator; Chosei Kuge; Dwight Gates;

                                Akira Yoshida.

Oral History Project – Wade Ishimoto, Chair, Laurie Nakamoto, Calvin 

                                Ninomiya, Esq., Dr. Sue Okubo, 

Quarterly lunches – Grant Ichikawa, Metta Tanikawa; SGM Royce Nakatani, USA (Ret)

                                Thomas Phan

Press Releases – Terry Shima, COL Victor Mukai, USA (Ret)

Sakura Matsuri – Reuben Yoshikawa, 

Education Committee, Terry Shima, (Chair-Temporary).  Dr. Ray Murakami.  Betty

                                   Taira.

Speakers Bureau – Terry Shima, (Chair-Temporary), Mary Murakami, Grant Ichikawa,

                                Kelly Kuwayama, Dr. Norman Ikari

Veterans Day – Arlington Cemetery – Chosei Kuge; LTC Nakagawa USA (Ret); Terry Shima.

National Japanese American Memorial to Patriotism – Col Hollywood,

                       USAF (Ret); LTC Marty Herbert, USA (Ret)

JAVA Coin – Grant Ichikawa, Lt Col Michael Yaguchi, USAF (Ret)

Website – LTC Buto USA (Ret); James Tani; Kaitlin Inamasu

Face Book – LT Janelle Kuroda, USN

National Veterans Network - Terry Shima and Grant Ichikawa

Amour LLC – Maureen Shea

Executive Director – Terry Shima

PAGE  
4

