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FRANCIS SOGI CHALLENGES YOUTHS TO ACHIEVE BY BUILDING ON THE PAST

 

   
 Honolulu, Hawaii.  Francis Sogi, a prominent attorney born in Kona, Hawaii,  using the theme "What is Past is Prologue,"  challenged  the post WW II generation to set maximum goals by capitalizing on the strong foundation in family life built by their parents and grand parents.    Sogi, an MIS veteran who had volunteered for military duty with his two brothers, delivered the keynote address at a luncheon of the 61st anniversary of the MIS Language  School at the Ala Moana Hotel on August 7, 2004.  Approximately 200 MIS veterans from mainland US and Hawaii gathered in Honolulu for the three day event that included a memorial service at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific at Punchbowl.  
 

 
 Some 6,000 Japanese American linguists served in the Asia Pacific theater as translators, interpreters and interrogators with all branches of the Armed Forces, including the famous Merrill's Marauders and the Office of  Strategic Services, both of which operated behind enemy lines to collect intelligence and sabotage enemy operations.   Niseis in the OSS also served in China working directly with the Nationalist and Communist leaders, including Mao Tse Tung and Chou En Lai.   

After the war ended MIS personnel served in the Occupation of Japan to rebuild Japanese institutions and to serve as a bridge between US and Japan.  Unlike the 100th Battalion and 442nd Regimental Combat Team, whose accomplishments in the European theater of operations were highly publicized, the MIS activities were unheralded for many years after the war because of the tight security lid that was imposed on their activities.  

After the war, Sogi practiced law in New York for 50 years retiring as a life partner of Kelley, Drye and Warren.  To this day, he continues to maintain law offices in Tokyo and  New York.  He served as Chairman of the Board of the Japanese American National  Museum and, in 2002, was appointed as a member of the Library of Congress Veterans History Project Five Star Council, a singular recognition of Japanese Americans in the preservation of the life histories of veteran of all wars.   He is Vice President  of the National Japanese American Veterans Council (National Council).

    
Sogi said “Our ancestors arrived from Japan, struggled and raised a solid second generation  that took advantage of whatever opportunities that were available to them and proved themselves as true blooded Americans, notwithstanding the fact that some of them were incarcerated in American concentration camps in violation of their constitutional rights.   The experience many went though during WW II will remain with us for a long time and it must never be forgotten.   WW II was truly a world war when every country in the world was involved, directly or indirectly.  It is an important part of our history with a precedent that must never happen again to any minority in the United States.  It is said that there were over 590 laws against Asian Americans


“Our veterans were not only the most decorated unit of its size, but they were highly honored  by President Truman when he invited them to march down Constitution Avenue for a private review from the white house.    This was the only time in the history of America that it had ever happened.  President Truman said: “on behalf of the United States of America, I can’t thank you enough for what you have done, because you have fought not only the enemy, but you have fought prejudice, and you won.”

 

“In the Pacific front, to those 6,000 military intelligence service veterans General Willoughby, Chief of Intelligence under General Macarthur, said:  “Six thousand Nisei in the war in the Pacific saved over 1,000,000 American lives and shortened the war by two years.”  

.    

“The past must be made known to the general public by recording and preserving

the stories of our veterans motivated by a desire to honor our nation’s war  veterans for

their service and to collect their stories and experiences while they are still among us, the 

United States Congress created the Veterans History Project in October 2000.  The 

legislation calls upon the American Folklife center at the Library of Congress to collect 

and preserve audio- and video-taped oral histories, along with documentary materials 

such as letters, diaries, maps, photographs, and home movies, of America's war veterans 

and those who served in support of them.

“The Veterans History Project covers World War I, World War II, and the Korean, Vietnam and Persian Gulf Wars.   Knowing that this and future generations of Americans have much to learn from those who served, the Library of Congress have embraced this national effort.    

“The names of all veterans and civilians who are interviewed or whose letters, diaries and other documents are donated to the national veterans history collection will appear on the Library of Congress web site at www.loc.gov/folklife/vets/.  

  

“While this is going on, the Japanese American national museum is also developing a web site under their “Nikkei Legacy Project” in which the Japanese American veterans will be included.   To support this effort, the National Council  has become a partner of the project.   The history of the 100th Battalion, the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, the Military Intelligence Service and other units will be made a part of this web site.


“Concurrently, the story of the Military Intelligence Service in the Pacific and the occupation of Japan is being developed.  I understand from command historian Dr. James McNaughton that his book on MIS history will be published within the next 12 to 18 months.   However, it does not cover the work and activities of the MIS in the occupation of Japan, except for the first three months after the war ended in august 1945.

“To complete the story of the MIS, the National Council has been gathering information on the work and activities of  the MIS in the occupation of Japan that ended with the signing of the peace treaty in 1952.  We plan to do further research and publish a sequel to Dr. McNaughton’s book and complete the history of MIS.

“The significance of the role played by MIS in the occupation of Japan was their knowledge of the language, the customs and people of Japan.    Many Japanese Americans in MIS in Japan performed valuable and effective services.  

“Kan Tagami of Hawaii had an unprecedented experience when he was the personal interpreter of general MacArthur.  Tagami met with Emperor Hirohito alone to convey an important message from the General.   To anyone’s knowledge no individual, even a Japanese, had ever met with the Emperor before in private audience without any retainers.   After Tagami  conveyed MacArthur’s message, the Emperor expressed appreciation for the work of the Nisei in Japan.  He said, and I quote:  'You are a bridge between our two nations.'  

“Others were involved in the implementation of the new constitution of Japan after it came into effect in 1947.    In the educational system,  James Furukawa  of Lutherville, MD,  was involved in  rebuilding the educational system in Okinawa, as well as  establishing a museum.    Kojiro Kawaguchi was involved in the  teaching of democracy under the new constitution.    He was  also instrumental in the first post-war winter carnival held  in Niigata in 1948.   George Koshi, an attorney, was instrumental  in establishing the judicial system and reviewing the validity and compatibility of laws and regulations under the new  constitution.  

“In addition to these official duties, many Japanese Americans in MIS were involved in many other unofficial activities, such as arranging gift packages of life essentials from the United States, obtaining  medication for gravely ill Japanese,  planting of cherry trees,  providing  toys to orphanages during Christmas.

“Recent reports from Iraq indicated that the occupation was not going well because of  our inability to speak their language.    There might be future pre-emptive strikes such as happened in Iraq followed by occupation of the country.   The successful occupation of Japan would be a good example that might be followed.

“For the younger generation of today, you have a great future based on the accomplishments of Japanese Americans during World War II and thereafter.    They returned from the war, settled down and took stock of themselves and society in general.  There was something drastically wrong in their past and with liberal outlook set out to make radical changes for the future.    This is where you are.    There is still much to do and I look forward to seeing you, the younger generation, making further radical changes for the good of our country.

“During the next 50 years, there will be new challenges for you to meet and make this a better world. This is the past that we pass on to you as our legacy and as a prologue of your future.”
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