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THE JAPANESE - AMERICAN CREED

| am proud that I am an American citizen of Japa-
nese ancéstry, for my wery background makes me appre-
¢iate more fully the wonderful advantages of this nation.
[ believe in her institutions, ideals, and traditiens: 1 glosy
in ber heritage; 1 boagtof ber history; I trust in ber future.
She ]zﬂtr granted me liberties and opportunitizs such 35 no
individmai enjoys in thiz world today. She bas given me
an education befitting Kings. She has entrusted me with the
1“:Jﬂm~bf5im‘ﬂ of the franchise. She bas permitted me to
ld @ heme. to earn a livelibood, to warship, think, speak,
and sctas [ please—as a free man equal toevery other man.
Although rome individuals may discriminate against
me, 1 shall never become bitter or lose faith, for I know
thar such persons are not representative of the majority of
he American peoaple. True. I shall do all in my power to
discourage cuch practices. but I shall do it in the American
way : aboveboard! in the open: through courts of law; by
cation: by praving myself 1o be worthy of equal treat-
ment and consideration. | am firm in my belief that Amen-
can sportsmanship and attitude of fair play will judge
cimzensing and patriotisne on the basts of action and achieve-
nent, and not on the basis of physical characteristics,
J%urcau'«: I beheve in America, and I trust she believes
n e, nd bLecause | bave received innumerable benefits
So ]1er I pledge myself to do honor o her av all nmes
-‘-m'l in alj placas; to support hec constitution; to obey ber
lawes) to respect her flag: to defend ber against all enemies,
foreign or domestic: to actively assume my duties and obli-
vanions asa ciizen, cheerfully and without any reservations
whatscever. 1n the bope that [ may become 2 better Ameri-
cin in a greater America,




INTRODUCTION

In these pages is the battle record of the 1goth In-
faniry Battalion and the s42d Regimental Combat Team,
units of the Army of the United States made up of Ameri-
cans of Japaness ancestrv. This is the story. of their parr
in the battle against the armies of the Third Reich, ""des-
tined to last 3 thousand vears.” Their missions led tHem
from the beaches of Salerno all the long way up the boot

of Ttaly, then to the deep, shell:scarred forests of the Umges'
in EFastern France and to the treeless barren crags of the

Alpes Maritimes of Southern France. Finally, they were
called back to ITtaly to fire the bpening gun in the last great
push that saw rhe Allied armies pour through the valley
of the Po in a flood that brought an empire crashing at
their feet.

ﬁ!lﬁouagh it will not again be mentioned in this his-
tory. this is also the climax of the NMisei's battle aganst
suspicion, mtolerance. and a batred that was conceived in
some dark corner of the American mind and born in the
flames that swept Pearl Harbor.

Let it also be understood that this is not a stztemmt
of the contribution of America's Japanese-Americans to
her war effort. Niset have fought in every theatre of wart,
against the Axis énemy and against the Japanese

T his velume proposes only to trace the course of two
great infantry onits, later to become one, togethet with
their supporting artillery and engineers. Many stories cir-
culated by overenthusiastic cotrespondents have given rise
to.a popular fiction that thesse were supermen. They were
net, Thev could die and be wounded as easily as other men,

and were. They had the same weaknesses and shortcomings
. that other soldicrs were heir to, Above all, however, they -

hiad the fire, the courage. and the will to press forward that
make erack infantry of the line, They would, and often
did, drive antil chey fell from wounds or exhaustion: they
were never driven to 2 backward step in many months of

battle against an enemy who counterattacked skillfully.

and often- More than one commander acclaimed theml 2s
the finest ascault troops he had ever led.

Seciian !

ACTIVATION and TRAINING

Hawaii had been the first territory of the United
States toofeel the violence 'of war when Pearl Harbor and
a great pare of the Pacific Fleet went up in flames, here-
fore, it seems only fitting that the first Japanese-Am:ncan
unit was orgamized in Hawaii, made up of Hawaiian cesi-
dents of Japanese extraction, The activation of the Ha-
waiian Provisional Battalion took place 5 June 194z Its
soldiers came from the many units which bad made up the
Hawaiian Mational Guard. Liesrenant Colone! Farrant L.
Furner, former execurive officer of the 2¢8th Infantry,
ook command. The day that the official activation rook
place. the batialion sailed from Honeolulu Harbor. On. week
later the ship docked ar San Francisco, and the same day,

Jupe 1942, the unit was redesigrated the 10oth In-
fantry Eartalion (Separate).

The ‘battalion tock its basic trainirg at Camp McCoy,
Wisconsin, moving to Camp Shelby, Mississippi, 7 January
1943 for advanced training and maneuvers Here the unit
hrst trained with the &sth Division whem they were to
nect again - under different circumstances in the Italian
camipaign.

Shortly thereafter, the War Deépartment, continuing
ts policy of p-,.ruﬁrcim, the Japanese-Ardericans to bear
irms in defense of their country, activated the $42d Regi-
mental Combat Team on t February 1943. This unit
was comp u.er‘ of the 4424 Infantyry Regiment; the z22d
“ield Artillery Batcalion; and the 232d Combat Engineer
Jompany. EGIQEEI Charles W, Pence was the Combat
|t’i,n commander.

Consequently, when the ipoth Battalion returned
'fun maneuvers 15 Jung, they fonnd the 442d Combat
Leam with its complete complement of men and materiel,

‘2ll into its training pregram. There wus time o renew
Q J\r friendships. These were many, since most of the troops
ol rthe 44 2d at this time were volunteers from the T?tfkrﬂf:’
of Hawaii, although the cadre had come from Nisei then in
the Seventh Service Command.




Two months later, i1 August 1943, the 1a0th Bat-
talion left Camp Shelby, staged ar Camp Kilmer, New
Jersey, and departed via the New York Port of Embarka-
tion. One bartalicn was on the way,

The 342d Combar Team continued its training until
the end of 1943, when calls for replacements for the 1oath
Battalion began to come in. The fighting ar Cassino and
Anzio had used np its available sirength and more. Men
and officers were shipped out, but training went on. From
27 January to 17 Febroary 1044, the Combar Team par-
ticipated in "D ' Series Maneuvers with the &gth Division
in the DeSoto National Forest,” Mississippt. The s522d

Field Artillery Battalion. which had been on maneuvers

in Louisiana, returned to the fold in tme to catch the tag

end of these problems. As a result of the excellent showing

the unit made, alert orders were soon forthcoming.

Since there were notl sufficient men left to Al three
battalions after the calls that had been made on the regiment
for replacements, the 2d and 3d Battalions were brought to
strength by further draining the 1st Bartalion. Finally, in

a haze of waterproofing, crates, shipping lists, and inspec--

tions, the Combat Team, less one infantry baualion, left
Camp Shelby 22-23 April 1944 for the Camp Partrick Hen-
ry, Virginia, staging area. The few officers and men who

were left in the 1st Batialion Farpished the cadre for the

1715t Infantey Battalion (Separate) which later trained
most of the replacements for the Combat Team. May Day,
1944, saw the men filing up the gangplanks at the Hamp-
ton Roads Port of Embarkation. On 28 May, the ships

docked at Naples Harbor after a long, thoroughly unevent-

ful voyage.

Zection

THE 100™ INFANTRY BATTALION
ROAD TO ROME

Fifteen months afrer the r1ooth Infantry Battalion
had been activated, the men stepped down the gangplank
on an alien shore. The port: Oran, North Africa. The
date: 2 September 1643. One week later, on the dth, the
hattalion was assigned to the already battle-tested r33a
infantry of the 34th Division, victors at Hill 60¢ in Tunisia,
The battalion took the place of the zd Battalion of the
i 13d, then acting as security guard for Allied Force Head-
guarters 1n Algiers, _

Then came the news the world had long been waiting
for, the landings on the beaches of Paestum and Salerno
on g September 1g43. On the 22d, D plos 13, the 133d
fanded at Saterno beach and began the march inland, Im-
mediately, the tweo extra rifle companies (E and F) which
the 1ooth had been: authorized on activation were placed
under Fifth- Army control to guard airfields and supply
dumps. The emiplovment of these extra companies remained
a recurrent problem all through the campaign until heavy
losses absorbed “and deactivated them. After a few days
awaiting orders in an aszembly area, the 133d, with it the
touoth, took off 27 September in pursuit of the retreating
enemy, Successively, the battalion occupied Montemarano
and, alter a short. sharp battle, the important road punction
of Chinsane where they set up a road block, Meanwhile,
the 1oth German Army had been slowly withdrawing to
the Tigh ground northwest of Benevento, key road and
tail center on th Fifth Army's right flank. Quickly, the
other two battalions of the regiment swept ahead and seized
the approaches to Benevento, and the 1ooth was ordered
o move up and sapport the attack. Enroute, new orders
sitted them to the left of the 3d Battalion which would
tssault the town while the rooth swung through to take
Hie heights 1o the norihwest, After 3 spectacular twenty-
mile forced match, both units secured their objectives. The
anly opposition came from harassing artillery as they
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