Two months later, i1 August 1943, the 1a0th Bat-
talion left Camp Shelby, staged ar Camp Kilmer, New
Jersey, and departed via the New York Port of Embarka-
tion. One bartalicn was on the way,

The 342d Combar Team continued its training until
the end of 1943, when calls for replacements for the 1oath
Battalion began to come in. The fighting ar Cassino and
Anzio had used np its available sirength and more. Men
and officers were shipped out, but training went on. From
27 January to 17 Febroary 1044, the Combar Team par-
ticipated in "D ' Series Maneuvers with the &gth Division
in the DeSoto National Forest,” Mississippt. The s522d

Field Artillery Battalion. which had been on maneuvers

in Louisiana, returned to the fold in tme to catch the tag

end of these problems. As a result of the excellent showing

the unit made, alert orders were soon forthcoming.

Since there were notl sufficient men left to Al three
battalions after the calls that had been made on the regiment
for replacements, the 2d and 3d Battalions were brought to
strength by further draining the 1st Bartalion. Finally, in

a haze of waterproofing, crates, shipping lists, and inspec--

tions, the Combat Team, less one infantry baualion, left
Camp Shelby 22-23 April 1944 for the Camp Partrick Hen-
ry, Virginia, staging area. The few officers and men who

were left in the 1st Batialion Farpished the cadre for the

1715t Infantey Battalion (Separate) which later trained
most of the replacements for the Combat Team. May Day,
1944, saw the men filing up the gangplanks at the Hamp-
ton Roads Port of Embarkation. On 28 May, the ships

docked at Naples Harbor after a long, thoroughly unevent-

ful voyage.

Zection

THE 100™ INFANTRY BATTALION
ROAD TO ROME

Fifteen months afrer the r1ooth Infantry Battalion
had been activated, the men stepped down the gangplank
on an alien shore. The port: Oran, North Africa. The
date: 2 September 1643. One week later, on the dth, the
hattalion was assigned to the already battle-tested r33a
infantry of the 34th Division, victors at Hill 60¢ in Tunisia,
The battalion took the place of the zd Battalion of the
i 13d, then acting as security guard for Allied Force Head-
guarters 1n Algiers, _

Then came the news the world had long been waiting
for, the landings on the beaches of Paestum and Salerno
on g September 1g43. On the 22d, D plos 13, the 133d
fanded at Saterno beach and began the march inland, Im-
mediately, the tweo extra rifle companies (E and F) which
the 1ooth had been: authorized on activation were placed
under Fifth- Army control to guard airfields and supply
dumps. The emiplovment of these extra companies remained
a recurrent problem all through the campaign until heavy
losses absorbed “and deactivated them. After a few days
awaiting orders in an aszembly area, the 133d, with it the
touoth, took off 27 September in pursuit of the retreating
enemy, Successively, the battalion occupied Montemarano
and, alter a short. sharp battle, the important road punction
of Chinsane where they set up a road block, Meanwhile,
the 1oth German Army had been slowly withdrawing to
the Tigh ground northwest of Benevento, key road and
tail center on th Fifth Army's right flank. Quickly, the
other two battalions of the regiment swept ahead and seized
the approaches to Benevento, and the 1ooth was ordered
o move up and sapport the attack. Enroute, new orders
sitted them to the left of the 3d Battalion which would
tssault the town while the rooth swung through to take
Hie heights 1o the norihwest, After 3 spectacular twenty-
mile forced match, both units secured their objectives. The
anly opposition came from harassing artillery as they
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stogged through a pouring rain that turned roads into ankle:
An;, guagmires. Mow the 45th Division took iip the pursuit,
sepported by the 133d, until 5 October, when the regiment
went into Corps reserve near San Martino, Casualties had:
.,.:11 comparatively light: three men killed, and two D—fﬁmrg

.u..,. 20 men Wi aunded or injured. On the 1oth, the rooth, in ¥
division reserve, had moved up in preparation for the firsg

Volturno River crossing. The initial smash was successful,
howrever, and the division went across around midnight of

the following day in the vicimity. of Limatola, the 1ooth:

Baualion s¢ill:in reserve.

M- r"-.,]lEH found all wnits steadily moving fDrwarl:[
with the rooth'in the vianity of ﬁ?grmn In the meantime,
theRed Bull Division was maia‘ir;, plans for the second
crossing of the Volturne on 18 and 19 Ocrober. The t33d
Was J.'_,\!,'{E_I'P'-.] to occnpy. the central sector of the division
lavout, azsaul nn;.- to secire a bridgehead qtmde the Dragnm

Ahfe road. The rooth wnuk! delay its crossing for sl

few hours rn protect the rear of the regiment. The 1st Bat-
talion made its crossing under a smoke screen the after-
waon of the 18th and the 1ooth, after cleaning up the

remmaining pockets on the south bank, crossed late the fol-
lowing night. They then moved up to the flats south of
Alife, sending patrols oub to contact the enemy, the 20th
Panzer Grenadier Regiment, which was defending behind

thick minefields and dug-in machine gun nests. The night 1

of a6 October, the rooth moved out o seize the road
mpction .00 1g.;l;rl:i." cast of St Angelo d'Alife, Befors
the battalion could gef into the high ground it was caught
in 3 mitrderous fire from the German defense perimeter,
backed up by artillery ::mi the multi-barrelled " screams
ing medmies, " and easvalties soared. The battalion hung
an in the face of the concentrated fire while the 1st Battals
ion swungarcund fo the right flank m an attéempt to ens
vaiop the resistance, Failing this, the jooth was pulled back
Lc;: .1" area that offered more protection, and remained there
o days whils the regiment was reorganized under a
new commander. The morning of the 22d. with the 1ooth
and 3d Battalions in assault, the regiment renewed the drve
on F'“ A and C Lmrmmn advanced slowly across the
i1 lats and by ﬂar-‘-: had diiven half way to ther pbjectives
where they halted in the face of intense machine gun and |
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sniper fire. Meanwhile, the Germans had brought up a.
company of tanks to bolster the sagging defenses. One of

these was destroyed at 25-yard range by the battalion’s tank |

buster, Private Masao Awakuni, bazooka man extraordi-
nary. The remainder were driven off by artillery fire. Forty-
eight hours after the jump off, A and C Companies had
stormed and seized Alife, where they were relieved by E and

F Companies, who were then ordered to push on and seize

the heights west of Castello d'Alife. By ogoo of the 25th,
the 1ooth had advanced ro within a thousand yards of the
crest of "'Castle Hill" and was ordered to dig in there while
another battalion swung around on the enemy's left
rear and drove them back. The action was successful, and
the regiment consolidated, having driven the enemy out of
another of his ' strong delaving positions™ that character-
ized his defensive tactics throughout the Italian campaign.
This particular one cost the 1ocoth 21 killed and 60
wounded. .

Four days later, 29 October, Lieutenant Colanel

‘Farrant L. Turner, who had commanded the 10oth since

the day it was activated, was relieved, Major (later Lieu-

tenant Coloneli James J. Gillespie took over the battalion, |
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in time to prepare for the third and last crossing of the ser-
pentine Volturno River, By 1 November, the 133d con-
trolied the high gtound near Giorlano which overlooked
the Volturno where the battalion would have 1o make its
crossing. The enemy, as always, held the high ground on
the other side. At daylight of the 1st, the 100th cleared
what opposition remained as far as the river bank, losing
12 casualties to six strafing Messerschmitts in the process.
This, of course, was in the days before the Lufrwaffe started
having troubles of its own. The next two days were spent
in pre-assault planning. The night of the 3rd, the attack
was mounted with the 1ooth echeloned to the left rear of
the division o that contact could be maintained with the
45th Division. Troop opposition was light, being confined
to small arms fire, bul the inevitable mines took a heavy
toll as the battalion struggied through the dark. By o740
of the 4th. the rooth was astride the railroad 2,000 yards
from the river and making good headway when the enemy
defenise begin to harden, requiring stiff fighting to dig them

out of the batralion sector. The morning of the sth, the |
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15t Battalion of the 133d was counterattacked and deiven
off Hill 550. & coordinated attack was then planned with
the 1st Battalion retaking the hill it had lost while the
rooth stormed Hills 590 and 610 an the next ridge line to
the northwest, The assault jumped off in daylight in the
face of heavy enemy artillery fire and progressed rapidly,
catching the Germans off guard. Both objectives having
been taken, the battalion rolled on to take Hill 600 near
Pozzilli in the face of determined enemy resistance. The
enemy tried desperately to retaky these heights with assaults
from the front and Fflanks, but was consistently driven
back, partly through the eforts of Lieutenant Neill M. Ray
and Curpararls Katsushy Tanouye and Bert K. Higashi of
D Company's mortar platoon. These men remained at an
cbservatior; post in advance of ‘the line of platoons and
directed morrar fire each time the enemy tried to form
for a counterattack through the morning of the 6th, even
though their position was made almost untenable by con-
stant shelling. "They remained at their posts until all three
were killed instantly by a direct hir. At the same time, E
and F Companies had been moved into line to close the gap
between the 34th and the 45th Divisions on the left, thus
cutting down the theeat from the flank.

: Meanwhile, the 45th Division had broken through
into Venafro and the enemy began another withdrawal,
enabling the battalion to pull back for a short rest on the
1th. Casualties had been beavy: three officers killed and
18 wounded: 75 men killed and 239 wounded; one man
missing. These losses, together with the endless rain and
fog and cold, combined to lower the spirits of the men.
Then, to cap the climax, the battalion was recommitted in
thﬁ vicinity of Colli-Rochetti the day before Thanksgiving,
relteving elements of the 504th Parachute Regiment. Imme-
ﬁm:el;r. the battalion was ordered to attack, the hills to its
front to secure a Line of Departure for the 133d in a general
assault which was to take place 1 December, J'l'he 14th had
been ordered to attack down the Coli-Atina road, which ran
cast and west, and seize the hiih' difficult terrain around
Atina. Such a move would flank the Liri Valley and force
the Germans to abandon their Casmino defenses where the

f:fh dmﬂ‘-mand anticipated they would make theit winter
d, '
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Early, the morning of 29 November, the battalion
jumped off against Hills 8o1. gos. and g2c. Resistance

was fierce, and the enemy threw arullery, morrar, and ne-
bebwerfer in an effort to stall the attack. The riflemen nF '

A, B and C Compnmu who had moved up the reverse

slopes of all three mountains hung on grimly. and on ‘the
joth, with the troops moving behind heavy artillery con- =

centrations, the high gmund was taken. There the battals

ion stayed for nine days while the other bn:*ahnns af

the rewiment tried to push through on rh-. sight and break

the stalemiate, but to no avail. Finally, 9 December, the

sooth cavie down from the hills and counted its losses:

two officers and 43 men killed; five officers and 135 men

wonnded or injured: zik men died of wounds; tWo imen

were missing. E and F Companies had both been disbanded

t- fill the rank. bot fighting strength remained low. Ligus

tenant Colonel Lillespie. lhi: commanding officer, had been
lost through illness. and was eri:'_._r'd I:L""lpar_}:rarﬂ].l' by

Major Alex E. McKenzie, then by Major William H. Bljrtr
of the 133d. On the roth, the 1ooth went b:n..i\ to Alife,
where they resied and trained until the 1o0th. In thar Grea
Major Caspac Clough, Jr., formerly with the 1st Division.
took over-the battalion.

Mew Year's Eve of 1944 saw the 1ooth close into the
Presenzano arex aadee contrel of the vereran H Corps. The 5

next few days were spent in rECUI‘li!aﬁhiﬂcL to the front and

flanks, preparatory to joining the 1st Special Service Poroe

near the Radicosa Hills on the 6th The '11g]“zt of 7 January,
the bat’ta’ii:m engaged in an attack on Hill 1 scg. one-ofa
series of mcuntains overlooking Cassine. The objec:
[1Ve -was [al:n_n against light resistance and heid uatl the
1 ith when the 1ooth jumped off against the last barrier,

meeting heavy fire from artillery and mortars as well as from:
carefully laid out defensive positions. Finally. the Special

Service Force execuied a coordinated attack, sending its 18t
Parctalion down the ridge while the 10oth dttacked to the

front babind a thunderous demonsteation of fire power. On

the ‘tath, Hill 12706 fell, Two m rs later, Ted ny Lieuten-
ant Harry 1. Schoenberg's A Company, the battalion
struck out for Ban Michele, situarted on the bluffy below
Hill 1270 and looking across ithe valley at Cassing The

town fell by 100 hours and for the nexr six days, atigr
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ar ‘Anzio Harbor. with it the iooth. On 30 March, the
2d Battalion of the 133d returned. replacing the tooth.
Fifth Army, however, leit the battalion with the 34th Di-

vision. Dhucing this time, replacements from the 442d 1

Combat Team (The Combat Team was in Camp Shelby

and preparing to come overseas) had rome in. bringing the
battalion nearly up to strength. Through April and on nto.
Mav, the opposing forces fenced and sparred, sending out
patrols and raiding parties for prisoners and information, |

The German ~Anzio Express’’ and smaller guns constantly
kept the beachhead under fire, causing casualties and keeping
nerves stretched taut. : :
Finally, on 24 May, rg44, the Anzio beachhead which
had smoldered so long. buorst inte flame and exploded in

the faces of the Germans, Behind tremendous air and argil-
lery preparations, the race for the Eternal City was on. |

The 1ooth Battalion was initially given the mission of
protecting the VI Corps’ right flank along the Mussolini
Canal, with a frontage that eventually eeached 14,000
vards. The great drive rolled on until the zd of June, when

the enem’ put up a last ditch defense around Lanuvio and |

La Torretto, creating a bulge in the 34th Division’s ling

which bad to be reduced, and the battalion was ordered o !

take on the job. After an intense 36-hour battle in which
tiie 1ooth suffered 5 killed, 63 wounded. and ont missieg,
the line was cracked and the Road to Rome was open. For
this single action; six members of the battalion were
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, and one, the Silver

Star. About noon of 3 June, Lieutenant Colonel Gordon
Singles, who hid assumed command of the battalion at |
‘the beachbead. was put in command of a tagk force. This |

force crushed the last Garman resistance in the sector. The

next day the task force began to roll. They swept through

Arricia and Albano, marching, riding when they could on

what they could, until they were ordered to stop eleven
kilometers from Rome while armor took up the chase. At
2200 hours, 5 Jine 1944, the 1octh Battalion boarded
trucks and rolled throngh Rome, along with the rest of
the Red Ball Division until that outfit was finally relieved

after the capture of the oid port of Civitavecchia, many
miles from the Eternal City.

It was thers that the g442d Combat Team caught up
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with the 1ooth in the middle of June. haviag come from
Naples through Anzio and Rome There also the 1ooth
became the First Battalion of the 442d Combat Team,
which was only fitting since the original 1st Battalion of
the 442d had been bled dry to furnish replacements for
th i1ooth during the long winler campaign.

‘This was the beminniug of an association that was to
become famous through two armies: The 442d Infantry
Regiment, the 5 22d Field Artiilery Battalion. and the 2324
Combat Engin:er Company.

Man o e JerTH INFANTRY BAT TALION mouving .up b 1M front in
the Viviesr] arex

- TG
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THE 442" COMBAT TEAM
ROME TO THE ARNO - “AIRBORNE"

Saveral days afrer the 1ooth Battalion had been at-
rached to the 442d Combat Team, the two metged in 3
bivouac area a {ew miles from the port of Civitavecchia,
The Bed Bull Division had been pulled up short for a rest
in this area whiic the 34th Division took up the chase of the
retreating enemy. Here the troops trained unbil 21 June,
when they entrucked and moved lo another bivouac area
conthwest of Grosetto. From here, reconnaissance was insti-
tuted and fnal preparaticns were made to take the unit into
combat. Five days later. on the 26th, the regiment was com-
mutted to action in the viaimity ‘of Suvereto. The 2d Batra-
lion passed through the 142d Infantey. The 3rd Barealion
passed through the si17th Parachute Infantzy Regiment.
T'he 1ooth Dattalion was being held in reserve. The regi-
mental objective was a key road junction beyond the lawn
of Sassetta. On the lefr, the 3d Bantalion advanced slowly,
against stiff small arms resistance. althongh artillery fire was
hpht, On the right, the 2d Battalion's advance slowed and

stopped in the face of murderous actillery fire, At this poinr,

around 1200 bours, the 1ooth was committed, driving
through a gap between the two assault battalions to seize
ihe bigh ground around Pelvedere, and cut the Suvereto-
Sassetta road. Immediately, A and B companies swung
northeast to seize a nhill which the Germans had neglected
to cover and which overlooked Belvedere. From here they
vbserved the enemy's defensive positions, and scveral artil-
lery pieces which had been shelling the 2d Battalion. Com-
pany A now launched an artack on Belvedere and Company
B swung back to cut the road south of the town,

This assault on their flanks and rear completely de-
moralized the enemy, and the defenders were quickly chop-
ped up in small groups and annihilited or captured with all
their arms and equapment, The bag for the day was one 88
battalion completely destroved.

. The 3d Batalion, continuing the frontal attack. had
“leared Suvereto at 1500 hours. and. the regiment pushed
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