with the 1ooth in the middle of June. haviag come from
Naples through Anzio and Rome There also the 1ooth
became the First Battalion of the 442d Combat Team,
which was only fitting since the original 1st Battalion of
the 442d had been bled dry to furnish replacements for
th i1ooth during the long winler campaign.

‘This was the beminniug of an association that was to
become famous through two armies: The 442d Infantry
Regiment, the 5 22d Field Artiilery Battalion. and the 2324
Combat Engin:er Company.

Man o e JerTH INFANTRY BAT TALION mouving .up b 1M front in
the Viviesr] arex

- TG

Sectian 11

THE 442" COMBAT TEAM
ROME TO THE ARNO - “AIRBORNE"

Saveral days afrer the 1ooth Battalion had been at-
rached to the 442d Combat Team, the two metged in 3
bivouac area a {ew miles from the port of Civitavecchia,
The Bed Bull Division had been pulled up short for a rest
in this area whiic the 34th Division took up the chase of the
retreating enemy. Here the troops trained unbil 21 June,
when they entrucked and moved lo another bivouac area
conthwest of Grosetto. From here, reconnaissance was insti-
tuted and fnal preparaticns were made to take the unit into
combat. Five days later. on the 26th, the regiment was com-
mutted to action in the viaimity ‘of Suvereto. The 2d Batra-
lion passed through the 142d Infantey. The 3rd Barealion
passed through the si17th Parachute Infantzy Regiment.
T'he 1ooth Dattalion was being held in reserve. The regi-
mental objective was a key road junction beyond the lawn
of Sassetta. On the lefr, the 3d Bantalion advanced slowly,
against stiff small arms resistance. althongh artillery fire was
hpht, On the right, the 2d Battalion's advance slowed and

stopped in the face of murderous actillery fire, At this poinr,

around 1200 bours, the 1ooth was committed, driving
through a gap between the two assault battalions to seize
ihe bigh ground around Pelvedere, and cut the Suvereto-
Sassetta road. Immediately, A and B companies swung
northeast to seize a nhill which the Germans had neglected
to cover and which overlooked Belvedere. From here they
vbserved the enemy's defensive positions, and scveral artil-
lery pieces which had been shelling the 2d Battalion. Com-
pany A now launched an artack on Belvedere and Company
B swung back to cut the road south of the town,

This assault on their flanks and rear completely de-
moralized the enemy, and the defenders were quickly chop-
ped up in small groups and annihilited or captured with all
their arms and equapment, The bag for the day was one 88
battalion completely destroved.

. The 3d Batalion, continuing the frontal attack. had
“leared Suvereto at 1500 hours. and. the regiment pushed
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out along the Suvereto-Sassetta road in a column of batral-
ions ~— rooth, 3d. and 2d. For the Belvedere action. the
rooth Batralion was later awarded a Presidential Citation.

The following day, the rooth stormed into Sassetia,
while the 3d Battalion executed a Hanking movement and
seized the high ground overlooking the town from the north,
The g 22d Field Artillery Battalion. Cannon Company, and
the massed martars and machine guns of the 10oth and 3d
Battalions supported the attack, picking off enemy strag-
glers and nipping one counterattack in the bud,

Following this hreakthrough, the Combat Team, less
the 3d Battalion, went into division reserve near Bibbona
to rest for a day or two and meditate on some of the lessons
the new men had learned in their first few days of battle;
lessons that proved valuable in some of the bitter days that
came later, Probably the most important thing the ypung
regiment discovered, much to everyone's surprise, was the
fact thar advice, even from battle-wise veterans, was well-
meaning but practically useless. A well-trained soldier ac-
quires his final polish in pattle, and in no other way. The
experience had proved fatal 1o some, but to most of the men
it had been the best teachsr of all. ]

Meanwhile. the 3d Battalion had been swung far 1o
the right of the division sector to block against a possible
connterattack from rhe northeast, where the 1st Armored
Division had opened a gap berween the two divisions,
When this threac failed to matecialize, the 3d Batralion
rejoined the Combat Team. All three battalions crossed the
Cecina River on 1 July with the 2d and 1ooth in assault,
and drove north to cut off an impgrtant road junction five
miles northeast of Cecina. Th objective was secured after
the 522d Field Artillery and the regimental Cannon Com-
pany poured a paralyzing concentration of fire on the
German troops defending there.

The following day, the regiment pushed on to cut the
east-weset road from Castellina 1o the sea. Here, however,
the enemy electzd to put up his most determined stand
since his defenses hefore Rome, and the attackers ran into
a storm of fire of all types. Our troops were limited to
small gains for the next twao days. rhough they kept up a
steadly pressure against the enemy,

On 4 July, the 3d Battalion moved in to relieve the
1ooth; the zd and 3d Battalions went on to grind out a
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costly yard by vard advance against Hill 140 and the ridge
line running west from it to the coastal plain. By the af-
ternoon of the sth, the 3d Battalion had overrun strong
enemy defenses dug into caves, and the 2d Battalion, after
two days of butiing into the enemy’s interlocking fires on
2 Inilside that conraired little cover and no concealment.
stormed and seized their part of Hill 140 in 2 vicicus night
attack. before dawn of 6 July. Enemy casualties on the po-
sitions twvercun by the regiment approximated 250:

Here the 1ooth Battalion swung aropnd the right flank
of the 2d. and duving abreast of the 3d. cut the Casiellina
road and cledred Castellina by the evening of the 7th. Still
the enemy gave ground grodgingly, and it Becam: evident
that here in these hills and not in the port itself would the
battle of Leghorn be fought. Accordingly, the regiment
seteled down to its task and battled the enemy where he
chose to stand, seeking 1o destroy his defenses,

The 2d Rattalion refigved the 3d on the 1oth of July,
and the rooth and 2d again jumped off’ abreast with the
mission of cléaring the hilltop town of Pieve di San Luce,
Theyv had advanced only a short distance when they wire
stopped decisively by heavy fire from their objective and
from Pastina, which lav in the hills to the right front of
the tootk, Tmmediately the 10o0th ook te rhe mgh ground
tor clear Pasring, while the 2d Battalion dug in in the vallev
below and hune on agaipst all the arrillery the enemy could
muster. After 2 two-day battle Pastina fell at 2300 hoors
12 July to the combined efforts of the rooth and deadly
spot shooting by the s22d Field Artiliery Battahon.

Here the 1d Batealion took over again from the 1ooth
and drove north, abreast of the 2d Battalion, as far as
Lorenzano, where the advance spluttered and ground to a
halt against one of the enemy's inevitable hill positions. On
14 July, the 168th Infantry relieved the 3d Battalion in
frant of i_orenzano, leaving that battalion Free to swing back
to the feft of the sector and replace the 2d Battahon on the
night of the tsth, In the meantime, the jooth Baitalion
had passed o division eontrol and was driving northwest
on the Orciana-Leghorn road, establishing a series of road-
blicks to protect the lefi flank of the regiment and at the
same time to threaten the oty of Leghorn itseif.

The 3d Bartalion, 4q24, haviag releved the 2d Bare
talion, drove north for the litte hilltep town of Ludano
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costly yard by vard advance against Hill 140 and the ndge
line running west from it to the coastal plain. By the af-
ternoon of the sth, thé id Battalion had gverrun strong
enemy defenses dug into caves, and the 2d Batralion, affer
two days of butting into the enemy'’s interlocking fires on
a ‘hillside thar contaired little cover and no concealment,
stormed and seized their parl of Hill 140 in a vidions night
attack before dawn of 6 .July. Enemy cisuaities on the po-
sitions overcun oy the regiment approximated 250,

Hete the 1ooth Barralion swung sround the right flank
of the 2d, and deiving abreast of the 3d, cut the Castellina
road and cleared Castellina by the evening of the 7th. Sull
the enemy. gave ground grodgingly, and 1t became gvident
that here in these hills and not in the port itself would the
battle of Leghorn be fought. Accordingly, the regiment
settled down to its task and battled the enemy where he
chose to stand, seeking to destroy his defenses.

The 2d Bartalion relicvdd the 3d on the roth of July,
and the iooth and 2d again jumped off 'abreast with the
mission of clearing the miltep town of Pieve di San Lnce,
They had advanced oaly a short distance when they were
stopped decisively by heavy fice from their objective and
from Pastina, which lay in the hills to the right frent of
the 1ooth. Immediately the 100th took 1o the high greund
1o clear Pasting, while the ad Bartalion dog in in the valley
below and hune on against all the arnillery the enemy could
muster, After @ two-day battle, Pastina fell at 2300 hours
12 July to the combined effornts of the 1ooth amd deadly
spor §hipoting by the 3224 Field Artillery Battahion,

Here e 3d Battalion took over again from the 1ooth
and diove north: abreast of the 2d Battaliod, as far as
Lorenzano, where the advance splurterad and ground to a
halt against ane of the enemy’s inevitable hill positions. On
va July, the 168th Infaniry relisved the 3d Battabion in
frontof Lorenzana, leaving that battalion free to swang back
to the left of the sector and replace the 2d Battalion on the
night of the rsth. In the meantime. the 1ooth Battahon
Lad passed to division control and was driving sorthwest
an the Orcdano-Leshorn road. establishing 2 series of road-
blacks to protect the left flank of the regiment and at the
same time to threaten the city of Leghorn itself.

The 1d Battalion, 4424, having relieved the 2d Bat-
talion, drove north for the Tittle hilltep towna of Luciang
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which controlied the roaduer around Leghorn. Ar Lu-
ciano, the enemy had choten to make his stand: All
thiough the 16th and (7th, the battie for the town raged.
The 5224 and other elements of division artillery poured
thausands of rounds into the defenders’ positions. Thezizd
Engincer Company, with assistance from the division en-
ginecrs, worked under small arms fire to cléar mines so that
the ammunition and supplies could come up. The zd Bat-
talion had moved up the ridge to the left and rear of
Luciano, clezring enemy positions there; and covering that
flank . [uciano foll the night of the 17th, and the following
day, the 3d Battalion swept on, libevated Colle Salvetny, and

_oceupied the last Ingh ground south of the Arno River

Ciservation Posig could see the famed Leaning Tower of
Pisa in the distance. The same day, Leghorn was entered
with little opposition by clements of the grsi Diwmsion,
falloneed by the rocth Bagtalion  4s2d.

Both the 2d and 3d Battalions now pushed cautiously
pat, ninally setring op an Outpost Line of Resistapce along
Highway 67 on the zoth of July, while the 100th pccupied
and policed l.eghorn. One patrol from the 3¢ Battaiion
peneirated the southetn ourskirts of Pisa the night of the
2oth and recnrned 36 Hones later with a great dezl of valu-
abie information on defenses in the aty.

On the 224, the reximent, less the rooth, was relieved
snddoclosed info an assembly area near Colle Salvert: trom
there. it moved to 2 division rest area aronnd Vada on ihe
a4th. being joined by the jooth the next day. In this ares
the rooth Bartalion {Separate) was redesignated as the 't oorh
Ba:talion. ss2d Infantry Regimpnt, effective: 10 August
1034, and was reorganized as such.

After a long, pleasant rest, togetber 'with somse Trais-
iny areund Yada, the Combat Team was detached fram the
34rh Division and assigned to IV Corps. The 1osth
Battalion was sent to take up-a line along the Amo River
four kilometers east of Pisa. while the remamnder of the
442d Combat Team moved into the #=th Division séttor
near Castelpuove, {7 August, only to be detached the fol-
lowing day and sent to the veceran [ Corps BBth Division.
Oa the 2oth, the 2d and 3d Battalions moved iato line
along the' Arao near Scandicd, immediately  west Gl
Florence, INow began a period of mtensive pa roihng ang




much activity. Reconnaissance patrols probed the enemy's o
positions day and night, while night raiding parties forded
the Arno River to rake priscners and gain information on : |
the enemy's dispositions. The purpose of all this activity il
- was to give the Germans an impression of great strength l
and to screen major troop movements elsewhere on the |
Army front. This fencing and probing continued until : |
1 September, when the entire Fifth Army front exploded !
into action. The drive for the Gothic Line had begun. The'
2d and 3rd Bartalions forced a crossing of the Arno in |
their sector, pushing norih astride Highway 66. Many miles
to the west. the 1octh Battalion also forced a crossing
in the Pisa sector. All elements were relieved shortly
thereafter, and subseguently assembled at Rosignano, Later
the regiment less its vehicles embarked at Piombino for
Naples to begin the first leg of the journey to France. On the

26th of September, the men of the Combat Team boarded i), 3 “
Coast Guard troop transports in the Bay of Naples and R Ao okl S tonming T EASTEUD i
turned their faces toward the French shores and the Seventh 5 e oo {
Army. : My ? |
| : AT ST REE L ORene Il
RESES % "\...A n.i.' s - _:"__ A AT . e paTIALON |
4 100 T BATTALLON {

The Anti-Tank Company was detached from the S il .

; : 5. CASCIANG

Combat Team 15 July 1044 and ordered to join the st
Airborne Provisional Division (later the 15t Airborne Task
Force) south'of Rome, This was effected, and the company
was rearganized for glider operations, Training began 28 Wy
July and lasted until 14 August, D-1, for the strike at South:- | &N Lvono
erit: France. Fifteen August, the gliders carrying Anti- e
Tank Company. newly equipped with jeeps and British six-
pounders, took off. Landing was effected on the French
coaet around Le Muy, and the troops took up blecking po- }
sitions ta protect  the paratroops who had landed ahead
of them. Here they remained until the r7th when troops \j
of the 45th and 36th Division broke through from the i R
beach to relieve them. _ )
. &ull supporting the 517th Parachute Infantry, the ! h!
company then took nart in the drive toward the Franco-
ltalian border, jumping off from Le Muy, 18 August N AR o
The drive continued against scattered enemy resistance W\ : 2 i
until the force ran into strong defensive 'positions around il
) |
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Col du Praus, overlocking the border town of Sospel. This
was reduced by eazly September. On 11 October; Anti- Tank
Company way detiched from the 517th, given a rest, and
senit back to rejoin the Combat Team. The company re-
teciied to regimental conteol 26 October 1944, m time 10
assist in the battle to relieve the lost battalion,’”

;
Pl Saiad o ik

; dNIF BAT T ALBIN pressor. arms vy Bonor of . fhes
falitys coppraded - the ecian Hlvee,

Seclion IV

THE BATTLE OF BRUYERES - "LOST BATTALION
“THE CHAMPAGNE CAMPAIGN "

Following the trip across from Naples, and a losing

‘baitle with wind, rain, anc an alien sort of mud that seemed

te be largely gluc at the staging area near Marseille, the 442d
Combat T'eam moved toward the Seventh Army front not
far from Epinal. All elements except the 3d Battalion made
the trip by motor. The 3d rattled up the Rhone Valley in
a1 weird assortment of 40 and 8 boxcars, some with and
same without roofs to keep out the constant drizzle. After

a three-day breathing spell during which the Combat Team

was attachied to the 36th Division and commanders ze-
connbirered the sector, the rooth and 2d Battalions bg!gan
the attack on the key road and rail center of Broyeres. The
%d then closed in in reserve behind the 1ooth. The 522d
ield Artillery Battalion was in direct sapport, and the
2224 Combat Engineer Company played its usual role,
]i?ting mines and reducing blocks so supplies could move.
I'he attack launched on the 15th progressed slowly all

that dav and the rext, consisting of a yard by yard advance
in the face of 3 determined enemy. Heavy mortar and artil-
Jery shells burst in the trees overhead, raining steel on the
donghboys below who could find few ways to protect
themselves from the vicious tree bursts. Hlustrative of the
caliber of resistance is the following. On the motning of the
' fth, the tooth Battalion, attacking on the left, had pre-
sumably cleared a roadblock. After the battalion had passed
on, a few enemy diebards cut loose a blast of small arms
fire on the engineer party that came forward to remove it

causing five casueities. The engineers withdrew to cover,

reorganized, and promptly launched an attack on the de-
{caders, driving them cut. They then proceeded with the
day's work of hlasting out the tangle of logs. wire, and
mines that made the road impassable. This was indeed, a
new and more devastating war than any our troops had
previously experienced.

By noon of the 17th, the 1ooth Battalion had advanced
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