
WASHINGTON – On July 27, 2009, in a 
ceremony marking the 59th anniversary of 
North Korean invasion of South Korea, 
Secretary of US Veterans Affairs Eric 
Shinseki paid tribute to 17 nation military 
forces, including nearly two million Ameri-
cans, who served in the Korean War.  He 
noted that 54,000 Americans made the 
ultimate sacrifice of giving their lives for 
their country.  He described the profound 
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BRUYERES, France – On Saturday, July 
11, 2009, six veterans of the famous 
100th/442nd Regimental Combat Team 
(RCT) arrived at Charles de Gaulle Airport 
in Paris, France to commemorate the 65th 



 I hope you all had a 
nice Summer holi-
day.  First I wish to 
welcome back to 
CONUS our most 
professional editor, 
MAJ Kay Wakatake, 
USA and her family, 

following a tour of duty in Germany.    

I wish to congratulate the following 
JAVA members for their achieve-
ments.  COL Mike Cardarelli, USA 
(Ret) was sworn in as Deputy Chief of 
Staff at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (DVA).  MG Antonio (Tony) 
Taguba was appointed Chairman of 
the DVA Committee on Minority Vet-
erans, which is mandated by the US 
Congress.  Ed Chow, a Vietnam War 
veteran, was appointed Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs for the State of 
Maryland.  MAJ Alan Ueoka, USA, 
was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel 
in a dignified ceremony at the Na-
tional Japanese American Memorial 
to Patriotism, located near the US 
Capitol Building.  I understand Alan, 
a Sansei, selected this venue because 
of his conviction that sacrifices made 
by the WW II generation opened op-
portunities for subsequent genera-
tions of Japanese Americans.  

I wish to thank JACL President Larry 
Oda and National Director Floyd Mori 
for recognizing JAVA, along with 
three other organizations, for publiciz-
ing the Japanese American experience 
during WW II and its legacy.  I realize 
we would not have received this high 
honor without our legion of volunteers 
who have donated their time and re-

sources every day, come rain, snow or 
shine.  

Historian Eric Saul, who has been com-
missioned by the National Park Service 
to construct an exhibit at Ellis Island, 
New York, has invited JAVA to serve on 
the planning committee.  The subject of 
the exhibit is the Japanese American 
experience during WW II.  The grand 
opening is on Memorial Day, 2010 to 
run for 5 months.  The visitors represent 
a wide, diverse segment of our popula-
tion not normally reached by our tradi-
tional publicity mechanisms.  In this 
connection, two other programs JAVA is 
connected with will reach this general 
target, Billy Tucci’s 6 monthly series 
comics on the Rescue of the Lost Battal-
ion have been bound for sale.  Also, the 
History Channel, featuring Jimmie 
Kanaya, will broadcast later this year 
its 10-series epic documentary on WW 
II.  

We were advised by the Embassy of Ja-
pan that Ambassador and Mrs. Fujisaki 
are hosting a reception on October 20 for 
Japanese Americans living in the Wash-
ington, DC area.  Such a gathering has 
not happened before.  This is a testa-
ment to Ambassador Fujisaki’s commit-
ment to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MOFA) initiative to reach out to the 
Japanese American community to solid-
ify relationships.  JAVA has been an 
active participant of Ambassador Fuji-
saki and Irene Hirano Inouye’s project. 
Glen Fukushima, President and CEO of 
Airbus Japan KK and life member of 
JAVA, independently, serves as unoffi-
cial consultant to MOFA on these mat-
ters.  

We endorse Christine Sato-Yamazaki’s 
efforts to bring representatives of Japa-

nese American veterans groups to-
gether to work towards a common 
cause.  Harnessing the energy of 
national Japanese American veter-
ans to support the passage of Sena-
tor Boxer’s Bill to provide the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to the 100th 
and 442nd is a worthwhile endeavor 
that JAVA supported.   At the same 
time, we congratulate Craig Uchida, 
Chairman of the Board of the Na-
tional Japanese American Memorial 
Foundation, for holding a Gala event 
in Houston soon to celebrate the 
reunion of members of the trapped 
36th (Texas) Division and veterans of 
the 442nd RCT.  

Thanks to our volunteers, JAVA 
remains a vibrant organization.  We 
will continue our emphasis on the 
legacy of Japanese Americans, our 
education programs, scholarships, 
and assistance of veterans and their 
families in need.    

—Bob Nakamoto 

President’s Message 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR PRESIDENT!  
The JAVA Board of Directors and THE AD-
VOCATE wish to congratulate our President 
Bob Nakamoto for his business firm Base 
Technologies, Inc.’s recognition with three 
separate awards as one of the top minority-
owned businesses in the nation.  Why JAVA 
has been successful as a national veterans 
organization is because of his superior leader-
ship and support.  Please see story on page 12. 



BETHESDA, Md. – Maryland Public 
Television plans to broadcast a special 
program by the US Air Force Band on 
Veterans Day, November 11, 2009, to 
honor five Maryland veterans, including 
Grant J. Hirabayashi, a veteran of the 
famed Merrill’s Marauders, a Special 
Forces unit which served in Burma dur-
ing World War II.   The musical tribute 
to America’s veterans was taped on 
June 17, 2009, at the Music Center at 
Stratmore in Bethesda.  

Hirabayashi, a 2004 inductee into the 
Ranger Hall of Fame in Fort Benning, 
Georgia, who volunteered for the US 
Army Air Corps but was reassigned be-
cause of his racial ancestry after World 
War II began, was one of the 14 Nisei 
out of 200 volunteers to serve in the 
5307th Composite Unit (Provisional), a 
600 men special forces unit known bet-
ter as the Merrill’s Marauders.  Their 
mission was to capture the strategic 
town and airfield at Myitkyina, an all-

weather airport, and open the Burma 
Road, the land route to China.  After 5 
battles and a 700-mile march through 
the treacherous jungles of Burma, Hir-
abayashi and his unit achieved their 
goal but sustained 85% casualties in 
the process, a warning made to the 
volunteers when they were recruited.  

The musical tribute will also feature 
four members of the arts:  Michael 
Feinstein, one of the premier interpret-
ers of American popular songs; Louis 
Gossett, Jr., an internationally ac-
claimed actor and passionate advocate 
of civil rights and diversity; Ronan 
Tynan, a former member of The Irish 
Tenors, an orthopedic surgeon, and 
popular speaker; and Shemekin Cope-
land, a singer.  

The USAF Band’s commander and 
Music Director is Col Dennis M. Lay-
endecker, and the Concert Master is 
MSgt Mari Uyehara.   
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Maryland Public TV and USAF Band honors JAVA member 

ALAMEDA, Calif. – On August 8, 2009, a ceremony 
sponsored by the Friends and Families of Nisei Vet-
erans was held aboard the USS Hornet docked in 
Alameda, California, to present the Silver Star to the 
family of PFC Tom T. Yagi, Medical Detachment, 
442nd RCT.  PFC Yagi, assigned to the 3rd Battal-
ion, Company L, 2nd Platoon, was awarded the 
medal for using his own body to shield a wounded 
comrade during a mortar barrage near Tendola, It-
aly, on April 20, 1945, during the final Po Valley 
offensive.  In doing so, he, too, was wounded.  PFC 
Yagi never received the medal during his lifetime.    

Col Brian Shiroyama, USAF (Ret), provided the 
opening remarks.  The Hon. Bryan Yagi, PFC Yagi's 
nephew, related his quest to learn more about his 
uncle during World War II which resulted in the 
discovery of his uncle being awarded the Silver 
Star.  He consulted a few friends and initiated the 
request to obtain the medal and citation.  

Mits Takahashi, a veteran of Company L, 2nd Pla-
toon, who was wounded in the Gothic Line attack 
and was cared for by Yagi, was also present.  Lawson Sa-
kai, Co E, 442nd RCT, provided a summary of the Po Val-
ley Campaign, including the 442nd breach of the Gothic 
line.    

442nd medic awarded Silver Star for gallantry in Italy           
by Honorable Brian Yagi  

Above: US Air Force band taping for Vet-
erans Day showing.  (USAF band photo) 

After the citation was read by Army Captain Wang, Col. 
Sue Ann Sandusky, Commandant of the Defense Lan-
guage Institute, presented the medal to PFC Yagi's daugh-
ter, Virginia Uchida, who expressed her appreciation to 
those who caused the event to happen.   

L-R: Lawson Sakai; Captain Wang; Virginia Uchida, daughter of Tom T. 
Yagi;   COL Sue Ann Sandusky, Commandant of the Defense Language 
Institute; and Judge Bryan Yagi.  (Courtesy of Judge Bryan Yagi) 
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BRUYERES, France – “They looked different, but they 
shared their food, were kind to our children and the 
aged, respected our women, and could be trusted,” said 
Robert Giron, Principal of Bruyeres High School, 
France.  “It is incredible how these villagers in the Vos-
ges took an American outfit in their hearts and that 
this unique relationship has grown stronger with the 
passage of time,” said the late Shim Hiraoka, 1st Ser-
geant of Headquarters Company, 442nd RCT.  These 
observations reflected the views of the people of the 
Vosges and the veterans of the 442nd RCT.  There have 
been many exchanges of visits by groups and by indi-
viduals to renew bonds of friendship, to express grati-
tude, and to search for people they met decades ago.    

Though their presence was short, the behavior of 442nd 
men made a lasting favorable impression on the Vosges 
people.  While reconstructing their damaged homes and 
public buildings, the people of Bruyeres named one of 
their streets “The Avenue of the 442nd Infantry Regi-
ment”, and three years after the war built a monument 
on which was inscribed “To the men of the 442 and 100 
Infantry Battalion who reaffirmed an historic truth 
here that loyalty to one’s country is not modified by 
racial origin….”    

The people of Vosges have opened their homes and 
hearts to visits by thousands of individuals and small 
groups.  Billy Tucci, graphic novelist, was escorted to 
the rescue site to prepare for the writing of a six-series 
comic book entitled Sgt Rock: The Lost Battalion.  The 
Bruyeres officials were so impressed with Tucci that 
they conferred on him the title of Ambassador, de la 
region de Bruyeres.   

[Full press release at www.javadc.org] 

Nisei veterans enjoy 65 years of goodwill with Vosges Region 

World War II restored jeeps and trucks 
to the memorial at the 36th Division 
Monument - BORNE N6 (site of the 
Lost Battalion rescue), and solemn 
ceremonies at Fremifontaine, Biffon-
taine, and other monuments in the 
region honoring Divisions who bravely 
liberated the Vosges.  They also viewed 
significant battlefields where the 
100th/442nd   valiantly fought and suf-
fered tremendous losses, losses that 
will resonate forever.   

A special Mass of Remembrance was 
held in Bruyeres before marching in 
the Bastille Day Parade and honoring 
French resistors and American libera-
tors with color guards, bands and 

Events (from page 1) awards at the Place Stanislas.  
Throughout the tour, friendships were 
forged with the French to last genera-
tions.  World War II military history 
buffs, Herve Claudon and Gerome Vil-
lain and Etienne Pourcher, Consul-
General of the Vosges Region coordi-
nated with hundreds of local residents 
and dignitaries and Lawson Sakai to 
create a memorable and emotional 
experience.   

Throughout the tour, many French 
and Americans officially and person-
ally expressed heartfelt commitments 
to carry this story and the “Go For 
Broke” message to future genera-
tions.  A film crew from Los Angeles 
documented the tour and American 
Forces Network Europe interviewed 

Lawson and Joanne Sakai.  Since 
those dark days of war, each new gen-
eration benefited from the sacrifices 
of the Nisei soldiers.  When President 
Truman welcomed the 442nd RCT 
return home at the south lawn of the 
White House on July 15, 1946 and 
presented the Presidential Distin-
guished Unit Citation, he stood before 
them in the rain and said, “I can’t tell 
you how much I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to tell you what you have done 
for this country.  You fought not only 
the enemy, you fought prejudice and 
you won.  You have made the Consti-
tution stand for what it really means: 
the welfare of all the people, all the 
time.”  [full press release at 
www.javadc.org] 

Above: L-R:  Edward Sakai (past president, 442nd Veterans Hawaii 
president), Sandy Holck. Pierre Moulin. Andre Iaegi, Bruyeres council-
man, Mrs. Mary Sakai, Raoul Cazenave, Vosges county councilman, in 
October 1976.  (Courtesy of Claire Mitani, 442nd Hawaii) 

YEAR-END DONATIONS APPRECIATED 
Now is the time to consider giving a year-end, tax-
deductible donation to JAVA.   Your donations help JAVA 
pay for numerous operational expenses related to our pre-
serving the legacy of the WW II Nisei soldiers.  We accept 
and appreciate all forms of donations, including cash and 
investment securities.  If you have questions, especially 
about investment securities, also contact Earl at     
etakeguchi@scitor.com or 703-644-2906.  
Please make your checks payable to JAVA and mail to: 
 Earl Takeguchi, Treasurer 
 7201 White House Drive 
 Springfield, VA 22153.   
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Wreaths were pre-
sented by foreign 

representatives and VSOs, including JAVA and the Japa-
nese American Korean War Veterans (JAKWV).         

South Korean Ambassador Duk-Soo Han was effusive in 
his remarks to express South Korea’s appreciation to Allied 
Forces.  He said South Korea enjoys a “thriving democracy 
and viable economy today because of the sacrifices of the 
Allied Powers.”    

Hershey Miyamura volunteered for Korea War duty and 
was awarded the Medal of Honor for “conspicuous gallantry 
on April 24, 1951, near Taejon-ni.  When a massive enemy 
attack threatened to overrun his company’s defense, Corpo-
ral Miyamura fought off the attack in his sector by downing 
10 of the enemy with his bayonet in hand-to-hand fight-

Nations (from page 1) 

[Condensed from 
GFBNEC  press release] 

TORRANCE, Calif. – Central 
Los Angeles Area Middle 
School No. 3, located at 615 S. 
Shatto Place, Los Angeles, was 
renamed Young Oak Kim 
Academy in October 2009.  A 
war hero, accomplished com-
munity leader, mentor and 
role model, Colonel Kim left a 
legacy of nonprofit successes 
throughout the Los Angeles 
community.  

Colonel Kim was a hero and 
leader in the Japanese Ameri-
can and Korean American 
communities and in Korea.  

After serving as one of the founders of the Japanese Ameri-
can National Museum, he became the leader and founding 
chairman of the Go For Broke National Education Center, 
originally established as the 100th/442nd/MIS World War II 

Memorial Foundation in 1989.    

In 1986 Colonel Kim and a group of Japanese American 
veterans conceived the idea of building a monument as a 
permanent reminder that no American should ever again be 
denied civil liberties because of ethnicity or religion, and as 
a lasting tribute to the sacrifice and heroism of the Nisei 
soldiers of World War II.  The veterans formed an organiza-
tion, raised the required funds, secured the site in Little 
Tokyo, Los Angeles, and built the monument which lists the 
names of more than 16,000 Japanese American soldiers 
who served overseas, including officers and 37 women.   

Colonel Kim first served as a lieutenant in the 100th Infan-
try Battalion.  In European battlefields of World War II, his 
leadership and bravery earned him a Silver Star.  Again in 
the Korean War, he distinguished himself and was awarded 
a second Silver Star.  Colonel Kim’s legacy lives on in the 
success of the GFBNEC, and his vision comes to life in its 
nationwide educational programs. The organization cele-
brates the 20th anniversary of its formation this year.  Both 
Colonel Kim’s Hanashi oral history and additional informa-
tion about GFBNEC are available at www.goforbroke.org.  

LA middle school renamed Young Oak Kim Academy 

Above: COL Young Oak Kim.  
(GFBNEC photo) 

ing.  Under continuing assault, he aided the wounded, expe-
dited their evacuation, and then ordered the remainder of 
his squad to withdraw while he single-handedly manned his 
machine gun until it ran out of ammunition.  Severely 
wounded, he held his ground and was last seen by his com-
rades in a hand-to-hand fight against an overwhelming 
number of the enemy.  He personally killed 50 of the enemy 
that night, saved the members of his squad, and managed to 
survive severe injury and a long, brutal captivity as a pris-
oner of war.”  [Though presumed dead because his body was 
not recovered when the position was retaken, Miyamura had 
been subsequently captured by the enemy and, while a pris-
oner of war, was unaware of being awarded the Medal of 
Honor.  It was not until he was repatriated over two years 
later that he found he was to be honored. President Dwight 
Eisenhower personally presented the award to him on Octo-
ber 27, 1953.] 

[This event was held as the JAVA AD-
VOCATE was going to press.  The next 
issue will report more on this event.] 

WASHINGTON – The Pan-Pacific 
American Leaders and Mentors 
(PPALM) held their 2nd Annual Gen-
eral Membership Meeting and Social 
on Sunday, October 4 at the Washing-
ton Convention Center in Washington, 
DC.  This year’s meeting was held in 
conjunction with the Association of 
the US Army’s (AUSA) annual con-
vention.   

“We are very grateful to AUSA for 
their recognition and support of 
PPALM.  Since its beginnings in 
2006, PPALM continues to stress 
the legacy of selfless service, the 
sacrifices of past generations, and 
service to nation with pride and dis-
tinction.  We continue to support the 
US Army and all Services, to serve as 
a platform to nurture and mentor to 
junior leaders, and to provide profes-
sional development and networking 
opportunities,” said Major General 
Anthony Taguba, USA (Ret), Chair-

man of PPALM 
Board of the 
Directors.    

At this year’s 
gathering, Ta-
guba introduced 
the VIPs in at-
tendance, the 

Board of Directors, and made brief 
remarks on a variety of working pro-
jects.  

To learn more about PPALM or be-
come a member, please visit PPALM’s 
website at www.ppalm.net.   

PPALM holds 2nd annual general meeting 



creating and sustaining 
people-to-people rela-
tionships as a critical 
factor in assuring the 
long-term success of 
U.S. and Japan rela-
tions.” 

Glen S. Fukushima, 
President & CEO of 
Airbus Japan, a Sansei 
business executive from 
Los Angeles who lives 
in Tokyo and who used 
to be President of the 
American Chamber of 
Commerce in Japan, 
added the follow-

ing: "The JALD program is an excellent 
way to strengthen ties between Japa-
nese Americans and Japan, to the bene-
fit of both the United States and Ja-
pan.  By taking part in the JALD pro-
gram, Japanese American leaders can 
develop a better understanding of how 
they may be able to contribute to en-
hancing the important relationship 
between the world's two largest eco-
nomic powers.”  Fukushima is an unof-
ficial advisor to MOFA on JALD and 
other matters. 

[full press release at www.javadc.org]

TOKYO, Japan – [condensed 
from Prime Minister’s Office 
Press Release] Japanese 
Prime Minister Taro Aso 
welcomed the Japanese 
American Leadership Dele-
gation (JALD) on March 3, 
2009.  Prime Minister Aso 
expressed to the delegation 
the importance of the U.S. 
and Japan alliance as a cor-
nerstone of security for all of 
East Asia.  He further ex-
pressed the unique role of 
Japanese Americans in 
strengthening Japan and 
U.S. relations.   

The thirteen-member 2009 delegation 
is comprised of individuals from di-
verse regions of the country who are 
active Japanese American leaders in 
their communities.  They represent a 
wide range of professional back-
grounds including business, law, gov-
ernment, higher education, healthcare, 
film production and communications.  

The JALD, which began in 2000, is led 
by Irene Hirano, Executive Advisor to 
the Japanese American National Mu-
seum.  The Japanese American Lead-
ership Delegation is on an official trip 

sponsored by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Japan and the Japan Foun-
dation Center for Global Partnership in 
collaboration with the Japanese Ameri-
can National Museum. [End PM’s office 
press release] 

In discussing the value of JALD, Ms 
Hirano told a JAVA reporter:   “Since 
2000, the Japanese American Leader-
ship Delegation (JALD) program has 
enabled over 100 Japanese American to 
travel to Japan and meet with the high-
est level of Japanese leaders.  The cor-
nerstone of the program is the value in 
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Japan Prime Minister meets Japanese American Leadership Delegation 

Japan Army Commanding General visits Washington, DC 
WASHINGTON – General Yoshifumi Hibako, Chief of Staff, 
Japan Ground Self Defense Force visited the National Japa-
nese American Memorial to Patriotism in Washington, DC, 
on June 16, 2009.  He is the highest-ranking Japanese mili-
tary official to honor the Japanese Americans who were 
incarcerated in 10 internment camps and over 800 Nisei 
who sacrificed their lives to protect American democracy 
during World War II.  

General Hibako was accompanied by Colonel Kazuaki Su-
mida, Chief of Policy and Programs Division of the General 
Staff Office and Major General Mitsuru Nodomi, Japanese 
Defense and Military Attaché in Washington, DC.  

General Hibako said the purpose of his visit to the Memo-
rial was to honor the Nisei generation for their courage and 
patriotism during World War II.  He encouraged the post 
World War II generation of Japanese Americans to continue 
to work for the goals established by the previous generation 
and their parents.  He also visited Arlington Cemetery, 
where he placed a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknowns, 
and also toured Walter Reed Medical Center.  He also met 
with the Chiefs of Staff of the US Army and US Marines, 
his counterparts.   

Dr. Ray Murakami, Chairman emeritus of NJAMF, briefed 
General Hibako on the Memorial. JAVA President Robert 
Nakamoto and Executive Director Terry Shima provided a 
briefing on the 100th Battalion, 442nd RCT, the Nisei in the 
Military Intelligence Service, and the impact of Nisei ex-
perience during World War II on future Japanese American 
generations.   

Above: Japan Prime Minister Aso (front center) and Irene Hirano (PM's left) 
with JALD delegates at Prime Minister's office.  (Courtesy of Irene Hirano) 

Above: General Hibako receiving briefing from JAVA and 
NJAMF.  L-R:  Ray Murakami, Robert Nakamoto, Terry 
Shima, Major Kuwamo (interpreter); General Hibako; and 
Major General Nodomi.  (Kris Ikejiri) 
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By Minoru Tonai 

LOS ANGELES – Following the reception at the Japanese 
American Cultural and Community Center (JACCC) on 
June 15, 2009, in Little Tokyo, Los Angeles, California, 
Ambassador and Mrs. Ichiro Fujisaki visited the Japanese 
American National War Memorial Court, located in the 
courtyard of JACCC.  They visited the Memorial Court to 
pay their respects to Japanese Americans who died while 
serving their country and to meet veterans. The Memorial 
Court is the only place in America which memorializes 
Japanese Americans and Japanese nationals who died in 
line of duty.   

The Ambassador was greeted by Superior Court Judge 
Vincent Okamoto, a highly deco-
rated Vietnam veteran, who intro-
duced the other 19 veterans and 
provided a briefing of the Memo-
rial Court.  The Memorial includes 
seven Japanese nationals in the 
United States Navy who perished 
on the Battleship Maine when it 
sank in Havana Harbor, Cuba, 
during the Spanish American War 
in 1898.  Ambassador Fujisaki pre-
sented a beautiful wreath and 
white carnations in a solemn and 
respectful ceremony.  

In his address to the veterans, the Ambassador, who inci-
dentally is the first Japanese Ambassador to visit the Me-
morial Court, said "I believe that our two countries' rela-
tions have sufficiently integrated, and we must now pursue 
our goal to develop an even better relationship.  Japan owes 
a lot to the United States for the American post-war aid, 
including the development of our Self-Defense Forces.  So 
we have now become very close friends.  You are veterans of 
wars, World War II, Korea, Vietnam and the Gulf, and 
have sacrificed greatly for peace.  You have our respect, and 
we thank you for all you have done for your country, 
for world peace, and for the bilateral relationship between 
our two countries.  I thank you very much."    

Ambassador Fujisaki visits Japanese American War Memorial Court 

Nisei veteran tells his story in the Mainichi Shimbun 
[Editor’s note:  A Japanese language version of this article 
appeared in the August 15, 2009 edition of the Mainichi 
Shimbun, the daily national circulation of which is over five 
and one-half million. This article, coincidentally, supports 
JAVA’s goal to discuss Japanese American experience dur-
ing WW II. It also complements a joint Japan-American ef-
fort to strengthen bonds between Japan and the Nikkei com-
munity. The Japan Ministry of Foreign Affairs embarked on 
the Japanese American Leadership Delegation (JALD) pro-
gram nine years ago to reach out to Japanese Americans. 
Japan Ambassador and Mrs Ichiro Fujisaki visited the Na-
tional Japanese American Memorial to 
Patriotism within the first week of their 
arrival to their new post in Washington, 
DC, a testament of support of this en-
deavor. Irene Hirano Inouye of the Ja-
pan Foundation Center for Global Part-
nership is responsible for the US side of 
JALD. Japanese American National 
Museum is the coordinator.] 

In October of 1944, the U.S. Army was 
locked in heavy fighting with German 
forces in the mountainous Vosges re-
gion of central-eastern France. One 
American battalion had been encircled, 
and the 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team was dispatched to break through 

to the trapped unit. At the end of a fierce fight through for-
ested terrain, the men of the 442nd saved the battalion, and 
made a name for themselves in the process. 

What made the 442nd particularly remarkable, was that 
the unit was composed almost entirely of Japanese-
Americans. The unit was formed in June 1942 of second 
generation Japanese-Americans, or Nisei, who called on the 
government to let them prove their loyalty to the United 
States. 

The battle in the Vosges cost the 442nd dearly, as more 
than 800 men were injured, many of 
them fatally, in its effort to save the 
211 surrounded by the Germans. 

"Enemy bombs and shells would come 
down and hit trees and branches, so 
there were explosions in places you'd 
never expect. We took a lot of casual-
ties that way. Some guys lost their 
eyes, too," recalls second generation 
American and 442nd veteran George 
Mukai, now 89. 

Mukai's parents had emigrated from 
Osaka and ran a farm near San Diego. 
[continued on page 9 at Mainichi]   

Above: George Mukai, second from right, and 
comrades from the 442nd RCT during opera-
tions in Europe. (Courtesy of George Mukai) 

Minoru Tonai of JACCC; Junichi Ihara, Japanese Consul General at Los Angeles; Ken Hayashi, 
President of Japanese American Vietnam War Veterans; Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki; Mrs. Fuji-
saki; Ranger Hall of Famer Hon. Vince Okamoto, Superior Court Judge.  (Bacon Sakatani) 



an investment in both a new genera-
tion of veterans and the future of 
America.   

September 6, 2009. At the Long Is-
land colleges and universities in New 
York, veterans enrollment for fall 2009 
classes was 30,354 veterans compared 
to 4,446 at the same period in 
2008.  The increase is attributed to the 
new Post-9/11 GI Bill for education.  

An advanced artificial arm that en-
ables amputees to easily pick up a key 
or hold a pencil will undergo a three-
year study at the Providence, R.I., VA 
Medical Center. The VA–DARPA col-
laboration will guide engineers in re-
fining the prototype before it is made 
available through the VA health care 
system. The arm’s control system, 
which works like a foot-operated joy-
stick, contains an array of sensors em-
bedded in a shoe and allows an ampu-
tee to maneuver the arm by pressing 
with different parts of the foot. The 
current version uses wires to relay the 
signals to the arm, but future versions 
will be wireless. This first large-scale 
testing of the arm will allow those who 
have lost an arm up to their shoulder 
joint to perform movements while 
reaching over their head.  

[Drawn from DVA announcements] 

June 22, 2009.  As VA prepares to 
launch a broad new program of educa-
tion benefits for Post 9/11 veterans on 
August 1, we should remember how 
education benefits began for America’s 
war veterans 65 years ago. With the 
onset of World War II and the largest 
mobilization of military manpower in 
US history, President Roosevelt and 
Congress realized that failure to sup-
port returning veterans after the war 
would have dire consequences. The 
1944 G.I. Bill was one of the most suc-
cessful pieces of legislation in history, 
giving almost immediate and wide-
spread returns that helped to drive 
the nation forward into the second 
half of the century. The G.I. Bill gave 
veterans the tools they needed to be-
come the most successful leaders of 
their generation. The Post 9/11 GI 
Bill, passed by Congress last year, is 
the most extensive educational assis-
tance program authorized since the 
original GI Bill was signed into law.   

July 2, 2009.  Washington Times 
notes that US Senator. Daniel K. 
Akaka “recently reintroduced a bill to 
reunite Philippine World War II vet-
erans” who are US citizens and US 
residents “with their children in the 
Philippines who have languished for 

years on the visa waiting list.” The Fili-
pino Veterans Family Reunification Act 
of 2009, which is co-sponsored by De-
mocratic Senators. Daniel K. Inouye of 
Hawaii and Maria Cantwell of Wash-
ington, exempts the “children—about 
20,000 individuals in all—from the 
numerical limitation on immigrant 
visas.”  

July 20, 2009. More than 1,100 col-
leges, universities and schools across 
the country have entered into “Yellow 
Ribbon” program agreements with VA 
to expand financial aid for Veterans 
participating in the Post-9/11 GI Bill. 
The Yellow Ribbon program is a provi-
sion of the new Post-9/11 GI Bill that 
funds tuition expenses exceeding the 
highest public in-state undergraduate 
tuition rate that VA covers.   

August 3, 2009.   VA and national 
leaders welcome the first class of New 
GI Bill Post 9/11 Education Benefits 
Veterans to schools across the country. 
Veterans Benefits Administration has 
received more than 150,000 applica-
tions under the new program. Presi-
dent Barack Obama, Secretary Shin-
seki, and members of Congress visited 
George Mason University in northern 
Virginia for a ceremony to mark the 
implementation of the new program.  
President Obama said a new GI Bill is 
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Highlights from the Department of Veterans Affairs 

JAVA member appointed to key public position in DVA 
WASHINGTON – In a dignified ceremony on September 
18, 2009, at the US Department of Veterans Affairs in 
Washington, DC, COL Michael Cardarelli, USA (Ret), was 
sworn in as Deputy Chief of Staff. In this role, Cardarelli 
will work closely with the Secetary, Deputy Secretary, and 
Chief of Staff in managing day-to-day operations of the 
federal government’s second-largest cabinet department 
with some 286,000 employees in VA medical centers, clin-
ics, benefits offices and national cemeteries throughout the 
country.   

Prior to joining VA, Cardarelli served as the Director of 
Medical and Health Affairs in the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of the Army for Manpower.  

Cardarelli, son of a career Army non-commissioned officer, 
was commissioned in the Infantry following graduation 
from the US Military Academy.  In addition to a bachelors 
degree from West Point, he holds three masters degrees 
from the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Har-
vard University, the Graduate School of Business at Stan-

ford University, and the Advanced Management Program 
at the Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania.     

Swearing in ceremony.  John R., Gingrich, Chief of Staff; Rose 
Ballard, COL Cardarelli's sister; and COL Michael Cardarelli, 
USA (Ret).  (Courtesy of COL Cardarelli) 
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Just after Mukai expressed his wish 
to join the U.S. Army, the Imperial 
Japanese Navy attacked Pearl Har-
bor." At school, I always sang The 
Star Spangled Banner in front of the 
Stars and Stripes," Mukai says. "I had 
no doubts about fighting for the 
United States. I was a little worried 
about anti-Japanese sentiment, but I 
was never bullied in the Army." 

In spite of Mukai's patriotism, in the 
wake of the Pearl Harbor attack the 
U.S. government categorized all Japa-
nese-Americans as "enemy aliens" and 
forced them into internment camps. 
Mukai's family had to give up nearly all their possessions 
when they moved to one such camp in Arizona. "I wanted 
to prove that we were good Americans by fighting in the 
war," recalls Mukai. 

While Mukai's family waited out the war in the camp, and 
Mukai's unit battled Germany forces through Italy and 
France, the Japanese military was slowly being ground 
down on battlefields across the Pacific. 

"When I heard that Japanese soldiers were eating grass 
to stay alive and keep fighting, I felt sorry for them," Mu-
kai says. "We (Nisei soldiers) were Americans, but we 
were also Japanese, so it was a complex feeling." 

After the war, Mukai held a variety of jobs, including at a 
design office, and started a family with a Japanese-
American woman. 

In 1988, the United States government formally admitted 
that the internment camps had been a mistake founded 
on racism, and apologized to the Japanese-Americans who 
had been forced into them. Japanese-Americans in the 
U.S. military also saw their star rise, and in January this 
year President Barack Obama appointed retired general 
and third generation Japanese-American Eric Shinseki, 
born in Hawaii one year after Pearl Harbor, to the post of 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 

"After fighting in the war with the 442nd, it seemed like we 
Japanese-Americans could finally hold our heads high as 
Americans," Mukai concludes, giving voice to one face of 
this vast immigrant nation, which only saw Mukai and 
those like him as true Americans when they took up arms 
in its defense. 

[Mr. Satoshi Fukui, Editor in Chief of Mainichi Daily 
News, has personally approved the re-print of the article.] 

Mineta and McNaughton at JAVA quarterly luncheon 

Mainichi (from page 7) 

US Army veteran George 
Mukai at the home for 
the elderly where he 
lives in New York. 
(Mainichi Shimbun) 

remains ever more relevant since the end of the Cold 
War.  During World War II American soldiers landed in 
Europe to defeat the Nazis and liberate the death 
camps.  It took combat power, and lots of it, including the 
brave Nisei soldiers of the 100th Infantry Battalion and 
442d Regimental Combat Team.  While this ‘hard combat 
power’ continues to be needed, American today needs ‘soft 
power’.  This emphasis on "soft power" has led to a new 
appreciation for the MIS Nisei, who used language skill 
and cultural understanding to help defeat Imperial Japan 
and build a stable and democratic Japan,” McNaughton 
said.  [For the full text of Dr. McNaughton’s remarks, 
please contact JAVA Executive Director Terry Shima at 
ttshima@comcast.net, 301-987-6746.]  

FALLS CHURCH, VA – The JAVA summer quarterly 
luncheon on July 25, 2009, featured The Honorable Nor-
man Y. Mineta, former Secretary of Transportation and 
Dr. James C. McNaughton, Army Command Historian for 
European Command.  Secretary Mineta is also a JAVA 
Honorary Chair.  Dr. McNaughton is the well known au-
thor of Nisei Linguists: Japanese Americans in the Military 
Intelligence Service During WW II and a JAVA member.   

JAVA President Robert Nakamoto, in delivering the Presi-
dent’s report, noted that JAVA is pleased with the House 
of Representatives passage of the Bill to award the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to the 100th/442nd and anticipates 
similar action by the US Senate.  He also highlighted Eric 
Saul’s building of an exhibit at Ellis Island Museum in 
New York City that will feature the Japanese Ameri-
can experience during World War II.  Finally, he 
praised Secretary Mineta and Dr. McNaughton as 
“role models for our youths.”  

Secretary Mineta recalled how his father and other 
Japanese businessmen abandoned their businesses 
when they were placed in internment camps, the 
physical and psychological hardships of camp life, his 
military service as an officer of the Military Intelli-
gence Service, his political career starting at the City 
Council at San Jose, California, moving to the US 
House of Representatives, and ending as a cabinet 
secretary for two presidents.   

Dr. McNaughton, described “how the MIS Nisei story L-R: JAVA President Robert Nakamoto, Hon. Norman Mineta, Dr. James 
McNaughton, JAVA Vice President Bruce Hollywood.  (Noriko Sanefuji) 



Each quarter JAVA features two Asian Americans who have attained the highest ranks in military service.  The present 
count is that 91 Asian Hawaiian Pacific Islander Americans have been promoted to generals and admirals, including Gen-
eral Eric Shinseki of Kauai, Hawaii, who wore four stars as the U.S. Army’s 34th Chief of Staff.  Of the 91, 55 served in the 
U.S. Army, 15 in the U.S. Navy, 17 in the U.S. Air Force, 2 in the Public Health Service, and one each in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, U.S. Coast Guard.  Broken down in another way, 23 are Chinese Americans, 9 Filipino Americans, 20 Hawaii Pacific 
Islands, and 38 Japanese Americans.  

Meet the Generals and Admirals 
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MG Thomas P. Bostick BG Joseph Caravalho 
BG Joseph Caravalho,  Jr was 
born and raised in Kaneohe, 
Hawaii, graduated from St. 
Louis High School in Honolulu, 
and from Gonzaga University in 
Spokane, Washington.  He re-
ceived his Army commission 
through the ROTC program and 
his medical doctorate from the 
Uniformed Services University 
of the Health Services (USUHS) 
School of Medicine in 1983.  He 
is currently the Commanding 
General, Great Plains Regional 
Medical Command and Brooke Army Medical Center. 

BG Caravalho’s post-graduate medical training included a 
transitional internship, internal medicine residency, and 
both nuclear medicine and cardiology fellowships.  Clini-
cally, he served as staff internist, nuclear medicine physi-
cian and cardiologist.  He served as Chief of Cardiology at 
Tripler Army Medical Center in Honolulu.  Operationally, 
his medical experience includes assignments with the 1st 
Special Forces Group (Airborne) at Okinawa, Japan; with 
the Special Forces at Fort Bragg, North Carolina; with the 
75th Ranger Regiment at Fort Benning, Georgia.  In April 
2009, BG Caravalho redeployed from Iraq, where he served 
as the senior medical officer. 

BG Caravalho is a graduate of the Command and General 
Staff College and the Army War College.  He has earned the 
Special Forces and Ranger tabs and the Expert Field Medi-
cal Badge.  He has completed the Army Airborne and Flight 
Surgeon schools and the Navy Dive Medical Officer and 
SCUBA courses.  His individual awards include the Legion 
of Merit with Oak Leaf Cluster and the Bronze Star Medal.  

Asked why he has selected the armed forces as his career 
choice, BG Caravalho said, “As a career Army physician, 
I've enjoyed serving in two honorable professions.  I am con-
tent knowing that I am contributing to something much 
greater than me.  In fact, I feel very good about what I do on 
a daily basis, namely that of taking care of soldiers.  Having 
done this now for 30 years, I've received more inspiration 
from soldiers and their families than I could have ever 
imagined.  As a fellow soldier, I hope I, too, have been an 
inspiration to others.” 

BG Caravalho and his wife, Lorraine, have two children, 
Amanda and Joe. 

Major General Thomas P. 
Bostick serves as a Special 
Assistant to the Chief of 
Staff of the United States 
Army.  Prior to this assign-
ment, he served as Com-
mander, U.S. Army Recruit-
ing Command from Oct. 12, 
2005 through 5 May 2009.  
He was responsible for more 
than 13,000 Soldiers and 
Civilians assigned through-
out the United States, 
Europe and the Far East 

with the mission of meeting the Army’s recruiting goals.  

He has served in a variety of command and staff assign-
ments, both in the Continental United States and over-
seas. He has commanded Engineer units from Platoon 
through Brigade.  MG Bostick was the Assistant Divi-
sion Commander-Maneuver, and then Assistant Division 
Commander-Support of the 1st Cavalry Division. He 
deployed with the Division in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom before becoming Commander of the Gulf Re-
gion Division, where he was responsible for over $18 
Billion in reconstruction.  

Major General Bostick served as an Associate Professor 
of Mechanical Engineering at West Point and was a 
White House Fellow, serving as a special assistant to the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs. MG Bostick is a 1978 
graduate of the US Military Academy, and he holds 
Master’s Degrees in both Civil Engineering and Me-
chanical Engineering from Stanford University. He is a 
Licensed Professional Engineer in Virginia and is a 
graduate of the U.S. Army War College.  

Asked why he selected the military as his career choice, 
MG Bostick said “my decision to pursue the Military 
Academy was because I wanted a great education.  My 
parents and four siblings grew up in the military so 
serving was always something that I thought about.  My 
father was a career Non-Commissioned Officer but he 
and my mother did not encourage me to pursue military 
service.  It was a decision that I made, not knowing what 
I was getting into, nor the wonderful opportunities 
ahead.”  
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will also participate in the morning program at the Arling-
ton Cemetery. 

LTG Peterson, of Japanese and native Hawaiian ancestry, 
assumed his current position on December 11, 2006.   
FORSCOM is responsible for 780,000 men and women.  He 
received his commission as an armor officer through the 
ROTC program at Santa Clara University.  He held vari-
ous staff and command positions throughout the US and 
overseas.  His last assignment was Commanding General, 
Civilian Police Assistance Training Team.  His awards 
include the Distinguished Service Medal, Defense Superior 
Service Medal, and Legion of Merit with three oak leaf 
clusters. 

JAVA Veterans Day program takes shape 
WASHINGTON — JAVA will recognize Veterans Day in two 
ways on November 11, 2009.  In the morning JAVA will par-
ticipate in the Veterans Day National Committee (VDNC) 
program at the Arlington National Cemetery.  JAVA is an 
Associate Member of VDNC, which is sponsored by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (DVA).  A White House break-
fast for Veterans Service Representatives (VSO) is planned.  
If it materializes, two JAVA representatives will join other 
VSO representatives for breakfast, hosted by President 
Barack Obama at the White House.   

Following the breakfast, the VSO representatives will be 
bussed to Arlington Cemetery to participate in the laying of 
the wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown and the subsequent 
program at the Amphitheater.  The program includes the 
parade of colors into the Amphitheater and the announce-
ment of the names of each VSO 
president, and addresses to the 
nation by Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs Eric Shinseki and Presi-
dent Obama. 

In the afternoon JAVA will host 
its 9th Annual Veterans Day 
Program at the National Japa-
nese American Memorial to 
Patriotism.  The program will 
include the laying of the wreath 
at the Wall of Heroes and 
speeches by Lieutenant General 
Joseph Peterson, USA, Deputy 
Commanding General, US 
Army Forces Command 
(FORSCOM), and Christine 
Sato Yamazaki, President and 
CEO of the Go For Broke Na-
tional Education Center.  She 

[Adapted from History Channel Press 
Release] 

The History Channel plans to launch a 
ten-part series on World War II later 
this year.  Titled World War II in High 
Definition, the series will feature the 
experience of COL Jimmie Kanaya, 
USA (Ret), as voiced by James Kayson 
Lee.  Kanaya is one of 12 veterans se-
lected to tell their stories through ac-
tors’ voices.  Emmy Award winner 
Gary Sinise will be the narrator.  

According to a History Channel press 
release, WW II in HD is “one of the 
network’s most ambitious projects to 
date.”  The series promises to be “the 

most visually astonishing WW II docu-
mentary ever shown on TV.”  

The September 2009 Newsletter of the 
Seattle-based Nisei Veterans Commit-
tee said the 10-part series is scheduled 
to begin airing on November 15, 2009, 
showing two episodes each night.  
Kanaya will be in episodes 7 and 9.     

The History Channel said “it has pre-
served and restored thousands of 
hours of color archival footage for the 
documentary, unearthed from archives 
and private collections across the globe 
and never seen by most Americans.” 

The History Channel is collaborating 

with LOC VHP to access its collection 
of 140 million items for inclusion of 
selected items into the series.  Nancy 
Dubuc, Executive Vice President and 
General Manager of the History Chan-
nel said the “remarkable digital tech-
nology WW II in HD will go a long way 
in ensuring that one never forgets the 
sacrifice made by the Greatest Genera-
tion.” 

History Channel to feature JAVA life member 

2008 Veterans Day Program.  Seated:  COL Phil Ishio, USAR (Ret); Standing:  L-R:  Bob Nakamoto, 
Craig Uchida, VADM Harry Harris, Col Bruce Hollywood, USAF (Ret); LTC Marty Herbert, USA 
(Ret); MG James Huggins, USA, MG Tony Taguba, USA (Ret).  (Gerald Yamada) 



Japanese American veterans unite to support Congressional 
Gold Medal   by Mary Graybill, Go For Broke National Education Center 
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DiversityBusiness.com, an organiza-
tion of 48,000 diversity owned busi-
nesses, selected Base Technologies, 
Inc (BTI) as one of the Top 500 Asian 
American Owned Businesses in the 
U.S.  In a letter to Robert Nakamoto, 
Chairman and Owner of BTI, Kenton 
Clarke, President and CEO of Diver-
sityBusiness.com said “you have dis-
tinguished yourself as one of the top 
entrepreneurs in the country” which 
provides goods and services to For-
tune 1000 companies, government 
agencies, colleges and universities.  
Over 650,000 businesses in the US 

[Condensed from GFBNEC 
press release, 
www.goforbroke.org] 
TORRANCE, Calif. – World 
War II Japanese American 
veterans’ organizations came 
together for their second net-
work meeting in Los Angeles’ 
Little Tokyo on August 14, 
hosted by Go For Broke Na-
tional Education Center 
(GFBNEC) as a follow-up to a 
preliminary gathering held in 
Nov. 2008.  

As their first joint objective, 
the veterans organizations are 
working together to help se-
cure the Congressional Gold Medal for the 100th Infantry 
Battalion and 442nd Regimental Combat Team.  The group 
sent a letter to urge adoption of this important legislation 
by the United States Senate.  In addition, each of the or-
ganizations and individual members are asking senators 
from their respective states to support it.  The bill has been 
passed by the U.S. House of Representatives.     

U.S. Representative Adam Schiff’s H.R.347 to award the 
Congressional Gold Medal to the 100th and 442nd was 
adopted by the House on May 14, 2009 with 411 votes.  The 
Honorable Barbara Boxer introduced companion bill S.1055 
in the Senate and is leading the effort to finalize its passage 
alongside a growing number of influential cosponsors, in-
cluding Senators Diane Feinstein, Daniel Inouye and 
Daniel Akaka.   

The representatives for the participating organizations 
drafted a purpose statement, “To preserve and promote the 
Japanese American veterans’ legacy through a national 

participated in the 9th annual business 
survey.  BTI will be included in the 
“Top Business List” which is seen by 
over 15 million people and is used by 
Fortune 500 companies and large buy-
ing organizations to find new business 
partners.   

The second recognition BTI will receive 
is the Contractor of the Year Award at 
the 7th Annual Greater Washington 
Government Contractor Awards dinner 
on November 4, at the Ritz-Carlton, 
Tysons Corner, Virginia.  The award is 
for contractors in the 25 million to 75 

million annual revenue category.  

The third recognition is from the Com-
monwealth of Virginia Department of 
Minority Business Enterprise of Rich-
mond, Virginia, which announced that 
on September 14, Nakamoto was se-
lected as one of the Top 100 Minority 
Business Enterprise Awards recipi-
ents.  This program honors out-
standing women and minority busi-
ness owners in Maryland, Virginia, 
Delaware and the District of Colum-
bia.  Over 1,400 applicants entered 
the award selection.  The presentation 
will be made on November 15, at the 
Marriott Inn and Conference Center 
in Adelphi, Maryland.  

network of information sharing, communication and educa-
tion.”  The group emphasized that their association would 
not diminish or duplicate the work of any participating or-
ganization but would serve as a network of support.  The 
organizations will share events and activities planned in 
their local communities to advance the Nisei soldiers’ legacy 
through an online master calendar.   

[JAVA President Nakamoto has sent letters of endorsement 
to each US senator.  JAVA members nationwide were en-
couraged to send similar letters to their respective senators. 
Veterans organizations of the 36th Division, 34th Division 
and 92nd Division, other veterans associations, survivors of 
the trapped 1st Battalion of the 141st Texas regiment and 
their children, such as Michael Higgins,son of the trapped 
battalion commander, have sent letters to their respective 
senators. On behalf of the 100th Battalion, 442nd RCT, and 
Nisei who served in the Military Intelligence Service, JAVA 
expresses its appreciation to the above supporters.]  

Representatives of the 23 participating veterans' organizations that are joining forces to secure the 
Congressional Gold Medal for the 100th Infantry Battalion and 442nd RCT.  (GFBNEC photo) 

JAVA President’s firm to receive 3 awards 


























