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4li2D Hi~: r: WEI: I.'AL COJ TAT 'IE!Ji 
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Do. te 2 7 May 19 4 9 . ____.-/'·' 

SUBJECT: Hecorr;rnendation l'or r>Wrtrd . 

l. Under the provisJom of 1~r;;y Rq.-ulations 600- 45 , as amenclecl. , it i s 

reco~ended thet (Name)_ Takeshi Kudo (RRnk) Pfc ( ASN) 30104140, 

( O:rgn) F:I:EfuQUARTERS ·' M2d I\e[i.r:entc<L Combat Team, Infantr y , be awar ded 

the (Name of 1.;edal ) Bronz.e Star /crv 'n?er/hJr/~t4..s :s-el'vt'c:e 1/1 ~~~, 

~ . Detailed descr i ption nf c:ct.ion . ( Il e s pecific. Do not use gene r al 
s tatements . Use r everse side fo r conLi nua t ion of descripti on . Use ir.· o r 
t ype . ) From 4 September 1944 to 25 April 1945, while the 442D 

Regimental Combat Team was in action in Italy and France, Pfc 
Takeshi Kudo was the driver and assistant t oithe regimental graves 
registration officer. Due in large measure to the exceptional 
qualities of this man, the graves registration officer was able 
to locate, recover and identify all persons of the Combat Team 
known to have been killed and twenty-one listed as missing in 
action. He was tireless, steadfast and persistent in his search 
for bodies over every type of terrain and under .conditions where 
others would have preferred to wait. Regardless of the conditions 
of the bodies found, he displayed no repugnancy or hesitancy in 

' he willingly and voluntarily accompanied the GRO in the searches, 
often in areas subjected to enemy mortar and artillery fire. On 
f September 1944, in the vicinity of Florence; Italy, while rifle 
companies were dug in on the south bank of the Arno River, Pfc 
Kudo accompanied _the GRO i~~ossing the river, bearing a Red Cross 
flag, in search of one of dead.. E:uJ:J;v a ze iJi!let the Uti iiliV 

~ -fte r:ogliP4 o::r req~ e et ::f3H' ti:e aiiclJlem, ~ led the group to the 
place of the fallen soldier. On 2 November 1944, in the vicinity 
of Belmont, France, in an area where enemy snipers were activerfli

5
sin ;)\ 

f'.t.a Kudo and the GRO searched~ or hours for a man vrho had been M'H: l 
Jr&r- several days. Laboring on the assumption that the man might 
have been interred by the enemy or civilians, he dug a recently 
filled fox hole and disinterred the body. Between 5 and 25 April 
1945, Pfc Kudo asc.ended high mountains day after day ar 1 l:t t;o 
locate and eva~uate the dea~1iw 11. Altogether he helped in loc-
( QQllEiQ~li1lAb 
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ating, identifying and evacuating ov~r two hundred American 
dead and an unrecorded number of German dead. 
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3. a . 
' Charnc tor c r tc:r-rr..in:Vrooded hills, sometimes mountainous hills: 

Ho8tiJ(; ol•s ··lrC'ticwl: -Good ning 
Vis:U~ilitv : Good --·---·---Ti7r.e of day : Early morning to hite 

b . 
c . 
cL Morr~le o_, our trooy-J::~ : Excellent·-·--Of. the en--"r:iy : Good · 
e . Co.su:-d ti-:. :s sm: t" .Ln ., : None . 
f . C!u.n·:1ctur of etJc;,,y li.1:·o : Mortar, artillery and sniper fir~ 

~~~~ ~ki0ll ~d ~~~~ rs~~3c~~~i~11;i·T~-fa~e~~ri~~m ~¥~:g-~~ have d f · 
· reeovere : 

h. I (hr.ve) (~SXOO pcrso•t.:;l knowl;:dpc· of' the action de3cribc,1 . 
( Cross ou t inr ppli c<:lb l 0 word or V'J·'r dc; . ) l_:' i ui i.:ir..tiru~ offic,~r h2s no pe r sonnl 
knowlodc0 of <~ction. , iJ:el;:;~~e ''t l ~rs-l., two [;tt (.dllmts of e:1li:Jte:d men swor n to 
i n tho presenc-e~ of Etn officr;r : et' cc~·tific::~-,;s :.>i' offj cere . 

5. a . lbnk t:nd or ~"ni 7..<~.t:i.c·;; :-: t tinc; c•f i.nc:i.dc:··lt:Pfa, Headquart~ 
CQI!ll?any, illJL...R~g_iment~l Combat Team 

o. H;:nk ~:ml or[;t.niz( t:L,)n .~t ~rc:~>8'1L +.iJ1L~ : Pfc., Headquarters 
Compa~442D R~&~e~_t_~al ___ C_om __ b_a_t __ T_eam __________________ _ 

6 . 'lhc enLir~ :.mbs..;ctu~:nt sc,rvi'-~(:' of Llu in<..i.ividue.J. recor.uncnded h2s been 
honor ab l e . 

7. Previ ous ,..,_·w~~rds : None 
--------~--------------------------------------
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·ed Citr.tion: ( N:.'!Hc ) Takeshi Kudo .--..c--' ( R<?.rJ{ ) Pfc 

.11: ~--_..:_1__:_ __ , l nf".ntr;.r •. (Con:}----;-~.v ea-aqu-artus , 44 2d. R-- ~ '1+ 1 _ _ .,. . ty ) _.... - •<> :~ .U::lUl vO. 

Combat T-e.-un , fo r merJ. torJ.ous servJ.ce J.n combat' 
' 

on (Do.te :4 Sept 1944 to ~0 ~p~;l.M~1t ?"t:li~\l1~~d French Campaigns 
Brief swnmar~r of incidc.Jt : Pfc Kudo was the a:r~ver and assJ.stant •o? 
the graves· registration office·r. Displaying no repugnancy or 
hesitancy in identifying or handling the bodies no matter what their 
condition, he was persistent and thorough in his search for those 
killed or listed as missing, going when others would have preferred 
to wait. Altogether, he helped to locate, identify and evacuate 
%ver two hundred~erican dead and an unrecorded number of German 

dead; H~s.commend~ple effq~t~ are worthy of recognition. 
~ntered rm .. h tary serv1_c,~ f r ··m ( L::Lty) Honaunau, Hawaii (Sk t e ) T .H. 
Home town: ( City) Honaunau, Hawaii ____ (State ) -T .H. 
'Text of kin: Mrs. ;)ude Kudo , ~.other -----------------

, 'T ., 1 ' . l . ) ( S t ) , •. rme f he a r1.cr.s t:!p _r eL. t 
----"-,-,-----.------' Honaunau, Hawaii , __ T_._H...--. ----..---

( Addr -:;ss ) ( Ci t:r ) (Stc.te ) 

Nnrnc_./."7~~-=-/-r.~l~. ;-:'if;-,..._~::t~. n-:-:,...7,...,.~...,.i-Cd~(f~--
2nd Lt.. Irrfantry Rank 

·---------------------~ 

Cmcl~ or Offj_cic-.1 Dt=s i rna -cion I&R Plat Ldr 

-a:
GQ~fl.DEN~I!L 
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C 0 N F I D E N T I A 1 

1st li-: il . 
CG1v1P i.J\TY Headguar;ters ..cSN~ ~-'::~m-HC'l\ ~':&0 # ·S64, U.S. Ar·-,;,..- , 2'? J av 1945 

.l:ieadquar ver~ ~ QQ. . (bate) 
TO: Co:mmanding Officer, ~~~~[ 442d Re gimental combat 

Teanr. 

Approved . 

I.'! d. 
liEADQUA:RTEP.S Bi~TTALION, 442ClRCT, APO #4_64, U.S. Army, 

__,..,( n""'"e--,. t.-e-.)-
TO : Commanding Offlcer, 442d Regimental Combat Team. 

Approved. 

2d Ind . 
H:&'\..DQUARTERS 442D REGil·._El\TT/,.1 COl'..'illAT TE!J.: , APO #464, U.3. Army, 

28 La7 1 ';)4'5 • 

TO: Cemmanding General, 5th Armyt APO #464 1 u. 

l?..tJw Co")f She 
7b 13 J- 2. 

s. Army. t 
/I{.~ 
Colenel, Infantry 

Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH AR.t\1Y 
AP 0 464 US ARMY 

REPORT OF PRCCEEDINGS OF A. BOARD OF OFFICERS 

Proceedings 9f ... tt po.arq of Off icers which c onvened at Headquarters Fifth 
Army, on JUI~ l b 194b , pursuant t o par 1, SO 145, as amended by 
par 9, SO 162, this headquarters, c . s. The Board c onside r ed the recommendation 
of: 

NAiviE KUDO TAKESHI __________ RANK Pfc 

ORGANIZATION 442d Regi ment al Combat Team 

PROPOSED AWARD BROl~ZE ST.AR MEDAL ----------------------
BOARD REG OMlviENDS: 

APPBO\lAL 

~J~a;_ 
WILLIS G • CRONK 
Colonel, Inf 
President 

:.:sE 

JOID~· G. LWD 
Colonel, CE 
Member 

0/ / 

ASH 30104140 

Previous Awards 

~-LlJ.; 
\T:GRAHAM, JR.r ~~~~~~~~~~~------------

CAMDEN v-f. MeG ONI,lELL 
Lt Col, Ord 
Member 

D. RAINEY 
st Lt, A.GD 

.....- Recorder . 

Lt Col, FA 
Member 

D 
co ____________________________ __ 
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2. Two copies of the official citation and the a)pr opriate deco
ration are inclosed for the indi v:;_dual. Present<.<tion should be made 
pror.1ptly with a sui table ceremony. 

3. Entries will be made in record..:: in acco ,~darwe 'di th pa.rag;raph 
lOa, Cir 73, Hq IHTGU~A, 12 i•'!ay 1945. 

4. Thi s ai;ard i·"T.i.ll be announced in g. ,n ,~ral order;;, of this l:. ead
qu~rter s at an early date. 

BY Co:l\ll!AND OF LIEUTEiL:UTT G.U!E~L-il TRJbCOTT: 

2 Incls 
1. Citation (dup) 
2. t 1 

JOH.f\! D. RrU:HEY 
1st l t, AGD 
Asst Adj ut a.."lt General 
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