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CLOSE AIR SUPPORT

l.  Extensive training tests are now being conducted by XII Tactical Air
Command with VI Corps to develop a more efficient system of close Alr-Ground
support. The plan now being studied and develeped has been designated "Iorsefly!

2, Control of fighter~bomber planes on close support missions will be ef~
fected through: :

a. A flying officer from XII TAC operating as a forward controller
from an L-5 plane equipped with radio to talk to planes in flight. The L-5 also
carries a trained artillery observer-pilot equipped with 60¢ or 300 series radio
in communication with the ground,

bs An officer of XII TAC at Corps Ilq with Very High Frequency radio
eontact with both the "Horsefly" L-5 plane and the fighter-bombers. He also has
4 direct radio link with 64th Fighter Wing, which is authorized to fly these
missions on dirsct call from Corps for the present.

3. In operation the system will function as follows: A Division Air OP or
Corps ron plane locates a suitable air target. The target will be reported at
once to ground station - either Div Arty or Corps airfisld. Lgﬁgwgprpsméig_gﬁ:;”
ficer (Redwood 14)} will be notified and he will call for a fighter-bomber mission
Tirect to B4th Fighter Wing. If planes are available and the mission is accepted
B4th Fighter Wing will flash back acceptance, and a "Horsefly" L-5 plane will
take off from the Corps Air Strip. The fighter~bomber pilots will not have been
briefed but will "scramble" to a rendezvous with "Horsefly" over the general
target area. MWiorsefly" must take off and get observation of the target as soon
after the mission is accepted as possible. If the target is located by an Air OP
the latter should remsin in observation over the target until joined by the
"Jorsefly" planee. Tas latter will then remain in sight of the target until the
arrival of the fighter~bombers, at which time he will describe the target to the
flight leader and direct the attack on the target. The arty observer-pilot in

he meantime will be in touch with the ground and will assist the controiler when
necessary. He may eall for the artillery to fire colored smoke on the target.
Being thoroughly familiar with the location of our troops and appearance of our
shicles, he will act as a safeguard for close support missions.

4, It is important that all possible safeguards be employsd to permit close
support without danger to our troops. A complete set of colored pansls, white on
ong side and either orange or cerise on the other, is being issued. Thess panels
must be displaysd by front line troops when our fighter=-bombers ars in the area
and on our vehicles in forward zones. These panels hava proven very successful
in other areas and arc dbsolutely necsssary to psrmit close support missions.

olor to be displayed will be announced oeriocdically.
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5. . Under this system o Bomb Safc Line is placsd well out along some clearly
recognizable terrain fsature. ALl missions reque by higher headquarters and
frec-lenceshil COrps missiens will be kept outsids thoe ESL.  However, a second
line, the Closg Support Line, is dsesignated daily and will follew generéily the
linc of our forward elzments. Bebiien it and the BSL, "Horssfly" and other
clesely controlled prebriefod missions on clearly racognizable targefs will be
flownm.
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- 6. The Air-Ground Support system outlined above is now in operation and o
available on eall during all flying wsather. A call to Redwood 14, giving i
location and description of target will start the mission. At the present time,
with 64th Fightor Wing at DOLEZ, it takes about one hour to bring planes over Lare
got arca. Howsveb, if planes are in the area when request is reccived the targot
should be coversd in a few minutes. ?
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